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The Iowa Administrative Code (IAC) Supplement is published biweekly pursuant to Iowa Code
sections 2B.5A and 17A.6. The Supplement is a compilation of updated Iowa Administrative Code
chapters that reflect rule changes which have been adopted by agencies and filed with the Administrative
Rules Coordinator as provided in Iowa Code sections 7.17, 17A.4, and 17A.5 and published in the Iowa
Administrative Bulletin bearing the same publication date as the one for this Supplement. To determine
the specific changes to the rules, refer to the Iowa Administrative Bulletin. To maintain a loose-leaf set
of the IAC, insert the chapters according to the instructions included in the Supplement.

In addition to the rule changes adopted by agencies, the chapters may reflect objection to a rule or
a portion of a rule filed by the Administrative Rules Review Committee (ARRC), the Governor, or the
Attorney General pursuant to Iowa Code section 17A.4(6); an effective date delay or suspension imposed
by the ARRC pursuant to section 17A.8(9) or 17A.8(10); rescission of a rule by the Governor pursuant
to section 17A.4(8); nullification of a rule by the General Assembly pursuant to Article III, section 40,
of the Constitution of the State of Iowa; other action relating to rules enacted by the General Assembly;
updated chapters for the Uniform Rules on Agency Procedure; or an editorial change to a rule by the
Administrative Code Editor pursuant to Iowa Code section 2B.13(2).
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INSTRUCTIONS
FOR UPDATING THE

IOWA ADMINISTRATIVE CODE

Agency names and numbers in bold below correspond to the divider tabs in the IAC binders. New
and replacement chapters included in this Supplement are listed below. Carefully remove and insert
chapters accordingly.

Editor’s telephone 515.281.3355 or 515.242.6873

Education Department[281]
Replace Analysis
Replace Chapters 1 to 4
Replace Chapters 6 and 7
Replace Chapter 16
Replace Chapter 18
Replace Chapter 33
Remove Chapters 51 and 52, Reserved Chapters 53 to 57, and Chapters 58 to 60
Insert Chapter 51, Reserved Chapters 52 to 57, and Chapters 58 to 60
Replace Chapter 65
Replace Chapter 82
Replace Chapter 84
Replace Chapter 95
Replace Chapter 99
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EDUCATION DEPARTMENT[281]
Created by 1986 Iowa Acts, chapter 1245, section 1401.
Prior to 9/7/88, see Public Instruction Department[670]
(Replacement pages for 9/7/88 published in 9/21/88 IAC)

TITLE I
GENERAL INFORMATION—
DEPARTMENT OPERATIONS

CHAPTER 1
ORGANIZATION AND OPERATION

1.1(17A,256) State board of education
1.2(17A,256) Student member of the state board of education
1.3(17A,256) Director of the department of education
1.4(17A,256) Department of education

CHAPTER 2
AGENCY PROCEDURE FOR RULEMAKING

AND PETITIONS FOR RULEMAKING
2.1(17A) Incorporation by reference
2.2(17A) Contact information
2.3(17A) Electronic submissions

CHAPTER 3
DECLARATORY ORDERS

3.13(17A) Additional information concerning declaratory orders

CHAPTER 4
WAIVERS FROM ADMINISTRATIVE RULES

4.1(17A) Definitions
4.2(17A) General
4.3(17A) Criteria for waiver
4.4(17A) Filing of petition
4.5(17A) Content of petition
4.6(17A) Additional information
4.7(17A) Notice
4.8(17A) Hearing procedures
4.9(17A) Ruling
4.10(17A) Public availability
4.11(17A) After issuance of a waiver
4.12(17A) Exception

CHAPTER 5
PUBLIC RECORDS AND FAIR INFORMATION PRACTICES

(Uniform Rules)

5.1(256) Definitions
5.3(256) Requests for access to records
5.6(256) Procedure by which additions, dissents, or objections may be entered into certain

records
5.9(256) Disclosures without the consent of the subject
5.10(256) Routine use
5.11(256) Consensual disclosure of confidential records
5.12(256) Release to a subject
5.13(256) Availability of records
5.14(256) Personally identifiable information
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5.15(256) Other groups of records
5.16(256) Applicability

CHAPTER 6
APPEAL PROCEDURES

6.1(290) Scope of chapter
6.2(256,290,17A) Definitions
6.3(290,17A) Incorporation by reference
6.4(290,17A) Manner of appeal
6.5(17A) Record
6.6(290,17A) Decision and appeal
6.7(256,17A) Specific programs

CHAPTER 7
CRITERIA FOR GRANTS

7.1(256,17A) General
7.2(256,17A) Definitions
7.3(256,17A) Grant application contents
7.4(256,17A) Review process
7.5(290,17A) Appeal of grant denial or termination

CHAPTERS 8 to 10
Reserved
TITLE II

ACCREDITED SCHOOLS AND SCHOOL DISTRICTS

CHAPTER 11
UNSAFE SCHOOL CHOICE OPTION

11.1(PL107-110) Purpose
11.2(PL107-110) Definitions
11.3(PL107-110) Whole school option
11.4(PL107-110) Individual student option
11.5(PL107-110) District reporting
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CHAPTER 12
GENERAL ACCREDITATION STANDARDS

DIVISION I
GENERAL STANDARDS

12.1(256) General standards
DIVISION II
DEFINITIONS

12.2(256) Definitions
DIVISION III

ADMINISTRATION
12.3(256) Administration

DIVISION IV
SCHOOL PERSONNEL

12.4(256) School personnel
DIVISION V

EDUCATION PROGRAM
12.5(256) Education program

DIVISION VI
ACTIVITY PROGRAM

12.6(256) Activity program
DIVISION VII

STAFF DEVELOPMENT
12.7(256,284,284A) Professional development

DIVISION VIII
ACCOUNTABILITY

12.8(256) Accountability for student achievement
DIVISION IX

FLEXIBLE STUDENT AND SCHOOL SUPPORT PROGRAM PROCESS
12.9(256) Flexible student and school support program

DIVISION X
INDEPENDENT ACCREDITING AGENCIES

12.10(256) Independent accrediting agencies
DIVISION XI

HIGH-QUALITY STANDARDS FOR COMPUTER SCIENCE
12.11(256) High-quality standards for computer science

CHAPTER 13
Reserved

CHAPTER 14
SCHOOL HEALTH SERVICES

DIVISION I
IN GENERAL

14.1(256) Medication administration
14.2(256) Special health services
14.3(256) School district and accredited nonpublic school stock epinephrine auto-injector,

bronchodilator canister, or bronchodilator canister and spacer voluntary supply
14.4(279) Suicide prevention, identification of adverse childhood experiences, and strategies

to mitigate toxic stress response
14.5(256,280) Severability
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DIVISION II
COMPREHENSIVE HEALTHY AND SAFE LEARNING ENVIRONMENTS

14.6(279) Purpose and objectives: comprehensive healthy and safe learning environments
14.7(279) Definitions
14.8(279) Classroom clears
14.9(279) Required parent/guardian notifications and responses
14.10(279) Documentation and reporting
14.11(256) Crisis response
14.12(256) Prevention of classroom behaviors that present an imminent threat
14.13(256) Therapeutic classroom
14.14(256) Therapeutic classroom—claims
14.15(256,279,280) Required training
14.16(256) Department responsibilities, evidence-based standards, guidelines and expectations
14.17 to 14.19 Reserved

DIVISION III
SCHOOL BEHAVIORAL HEALTH SCREENING AND TELEHEALTH

14.20(280A) Purpose and objectives: contracted behavioral health screening and telehealth
14.21(256B,280A) Definitions
14.22(280A) Behavioral health screenings in school settings
14.23(280A) Establishment of provider-patient relationship for telehealth in school setting
14.24(280A) Behavioral health services provided via telehealth in a school setting

CHAPTER 15
ONLINE AND VIRTUAL LEARNING

15.1(256) Purpose
15.2(256) Definitions
15.3(256) Telecommunications for instruction
15.4 Reserved
15.5(256) Online learning—private providers
15.6(256) Online learning provided by area education agencies
15.7(256) Online learning program provided by a school district—online schools
15.8(256) Online learning provided by a school district or nonpublic school—courses
15.9(256) Open enrollment
15.10(256) Online learning—access by students receiving competent private instruction
15.11(256,256B) Online learning—students with disabilities
15.12(256) Department general supervision of telecommunications and online learning

CHAPTER 16
STATEWIDE VOLUNTARY PRESCHOOL PROGRAM

16.1(256C) Definitions
16.2(256C) Preschool program standards
16.3(256C) Collaboration
16.4(256C) Applications for funding
16.5(256C) Application process
16.6(256C) Removal of approval
16.7(256C) Appeal of application denial, termination, or removal of approval
16.8(256C) Finance
16.9(256C) Accountability

CHAPTER 17
OPEN ENROLLMENT

17.1(282) Intent and purpose
17.2(282) Definitions
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17.3(282) Application process
17.4 and 17.5 Reserved
17.6(282) Restrictions to open enrollment requests
17.7(282) Open enrollment for kindergarten or certain prekindergarten programs
17.8(282) Requirements applicable to parents/guardians and students
17.9(282) Transportation
17.10(282) Method of finance
17.11(282) Special education students
17.12 and 17.13 Reserved
17.14(282) Court-ordered desegregation plans
17.15(282) Open enrollment and online coursework

CHAPTER 18
SCHOOL FEES

18.1(256) Overview
18.2(256) Fee policy
18.3(256) Eligibility for waiver, partial waiver or temporary waiver of student fees
18.4(256) Fees covered

CHAPTER 19
CHARTER SCHOOLS

19.1(256E) Purpose
19.2(256E) Establishment of charter schools
19.3(256E) Purpose of a charter school
19.4(256E) Definitions
19.5(256E) Department duty to monitor
19.6(256E) General application provisions
19.7(256E) School board-state board model
19.8(256E) Founding group-state board model
19.9(256E) Charter school contract
19.10(256E) Performance framework
19.11(256E) General operating powers and duties
19.12(256E) Funding
19.13(256E) Oversight—corrective action—contract renewal—revocation
19.14(256E) Procedures for charter school closure—student enrollment
19.15(256E) Reports
19.16(256E) Operation of existing charter schools

CHAPTER 20
STUDENTS FIRST ACT—EDUCATION SAVINGS ACCOUNTS

20.1(257) Definitions
20.2(257) Eligible students
20.3(257) Application process
20.4(257) Administration, accountability, monitoring, and enforcement

TITLE III
COMMUNITY COLLEGES

CHAPTER 21
COMMUNITY COLLEGES

DIVISION I
APPROVAL STANDARDS

21.1(260C) Definitions
21.2(260C) Administration
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21.3(260C) Associate of arts and associate of science transfer major programs
21.4(260C) Curriculum and evaluation
21.5(260C) Library or learning resource center
21.6(260C) Student services
21.7(260C) Laboratories, equipment and supplies
21.8(260C) Physical plant
21.9(260C) Nonreimbursable facilities
21.10 to 21.19 Reserved

DIVISION II
COMMUNITY COLLEGE ENERGY APPROPRIATIONS

21.20 to 21.29 Reserved
DIVISION III

INSTRUCTIONAL COURSE FOR DRINKING DRIVERS
21.30(321J) Purpose
21.31(321J) Course
21.32(321J) Tuition fee established
21.33(321J) Administrative fee established
21.34(321J) Advisory committee

DIVISION IV
JOBS NOW CAPITALS ACCOUNT

21.35 to 21.44 Reserved
DIVISION V

STATE COMMUNITY COLLEGE FUNDING PLAN
21.45(260C) Purpose

DIVISION VI
INTERCOLLEGIATE ATHLETIC COMPETITION

21.46 to 21.56 Reserved
DIVISION VII

QUALITY INSTRUCTIONAL CENTER INITIATIVE
21.57 to 21.63 Reserved

DIVISION VIII
PROGRAM AND ADMINISTRATIVE SHARING INITIATIVE

21.64 to 21.71 Reserved
DIVISION IX

APPRENTICESHIP PROGRAM
21.72(260C) Purpose
21.73(260C) Definitions
21.74(260C) Apprenticeship programs

DIVISION X
MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

21.75(260C,82GA,SF358) Used motor vehicle dealer education program

CHAPTER 22
SENIOR YEAR PLUS PROGRAM

DIVISION I
GENERAL PROVISIONS

22.1(261E) Scope
22.2(261E) Student eligibility
22.3(261E) Teacher eligibility, responsibilities
22.4(261E) Institutional eligibility, responsibilities
22.5 Reserved
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DIVISION II
DEFINITIONS

22.6(261E) Definitions
DIVISION III

ADVANCED PLACEMENT PROGRAM
22.7(261E) School district obligations
22.8(261E) Obligations regarding registration for advanced placement examinations
22.9 and 22.10 Reserved

DIVISION IV
CONCURRENT ENROLLMENT PROGRAM

22.11(261E) Applicability
22.12 Reserved
22.13(261E) Accredited nonpublic school concurrent enrollment option

DIVISION V
POSTSECONDARY ENROLLMENT OPTIONS PROGRAM

22.14(261E) Availability
22.15(261E) Notification
22.16(261E) Student eligibility
22.17(261E) Eligible postsecondary courses
22.18(261E) Application process
22.19(261E) Credits
22.20(261E) Transportation
22.21(261E) Tuition payments
22.22(261E) Tuition reimbursements and adjustments
22.23 Reserved

DIVISION VI
CAREER ACADEMIES

22.24(261E) Career academies
22.25 Reserved

DIVISION VII
REGIONAL ACADEMIES

22.26(261E) Regional academies
22.27(261E) Waivers for certain regional academies

DIVISION VIII
INTERNET-BASED AND ICN COURSEWORK

22.28(261E) Internet-based coursework
22.29(261E) ICN-based coursework
22.30 and 22.31 Reserved

DIVISION IX
PROJECT LEAD THE WAY

22.32(261E) Project lead the way
DIVISION X

SUMMER COLLEGE CREDIT PROGRAM
22.33(261E) Summer college credit program

CHAPTER 23
Reserved

CHAPTER 24
COMMUNITY COLLEGE ACCREDITATION

24.1(260C) Purpose
24.2(260C) Scope
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24.3(260C) Definitions
24.4(260C) Accreditation components and criteria—Higher Learning Commission
24.5(260C) Accreditation components and criteria—additional state standards
24.6(260C) Accreditation process

CHAPTER 25
PATHWAYS FOR ACADEMIC CAREER AND EMPLOYMENT PROGRAM;

GAP TUITION ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
DIVISION I

GENERAL PROVISIONS
25.1(260H,260I) Scope
25.2(260H,260I) Definitions
25.3 to 25.10 Reserved

DIVISION II
PATHWAYS FOR ACADEMIC CAREER AND EMPLOYMENT (PACE) PROGRAM

25.11(260H) Purpose
25.12(260H) Target populations
25.13(260H) Eligibility criteria for projects
25.14(260H) Program component requirements
25.15(260H) Pipeline program
25.16(260H) Career pathways and bridge curriculum development program
25.17(260H) Pathway navigators
25.18 and 25.19 Reserved

DIVISION III
GAP TUITION ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

25.20(260I) Purpose
25.21(260I) Applicants for tuition assistance
25.22(260I) Eligible costs
25.23(260I) Eligible certificate programs
25.24(260I) Initial assessment
25.25(260I) Program interview
25.26(260I) Participation requirements
25.27(260I) Oversight
25.28(260I) Redistribution of funds

TITLE IV
DRIVER AND SAFETY EDUCATION

CHAPTER 26
Reserved

CHAPTER 27
WORKFORCE TRAINING AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT FUNDS

27.1(260C) Purpose
27.2(260C) Definitions
27.3(260C) Funds allocation
27.4(260C) Community college workforce and economic development fund plans and progress

reports
27.5(260C) Use of funds
27.6(260C) Prior approval
27.7(260C) Annual plan and progress report approval
27.8(260C) Options upon default or noncompliance
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CHAPTERS 28 to 30
Reserved
TITLE V

NONTRADITIONAL STUDENTS

CHAPTER 31
PRIVATE INSTRUCTION AND DUAL ENROLLMENT

31.1(299,299A) Purpose and definitions
31.2(299) Reports as to competent private instruction
31.3(299,299A) Duties of privately retained licensed practitioners
31.4(299,299A) Duties of licensed practitioners, home school assistance program
31.5(299A) School district duties related to competent private instruction
31.6(299A) Dual enrollment
31.7(299) Open enrollment
31.8(299A) Baseline evaluation and annual assessment
31.9(299A) Reporting assessment results
31.10(299A) Special education students
31.11(299,299A) Independent private instruction
31.12(299,299A) Miscellaneous provisions

CHAPTER 32
HIGH SCHOOL EQUIVALENCY DIPLOMA

32.1(259A) Purpose
32.2(259A) Definitions
32.3(259A) Eligibility to participate
32.4(259A) By whom administered
32.5(259A) Diploma, transcript, verification fees
32.6(259A) Application, course, and testing fees
32.7(259A) High school equivalency diploma program based on a department-approved test
32.8(259A) High school equivalency diploma program based on attainment of high school

credits
32.9(259A) High school equivalency diploma program based on postsecondary degree
32.10(259A) High school equivalency diploma program based on foreign postsecondary degree

CHAPTER 33
EDUCATING HOMELESS CHILDREN AND YOUTH

33.1(256) Definitions
33.2(256) Responsibilities of school districts
33.3(256) School records; student transfers
33.4(256) Immunization
33.5(256) Waiver of fees and charges encouraged
33.6(256) Waiver of enrollment requirements encouraged; placement
33.7(256) Residency of homeless child or youth
33.8(256) Dispute resolution
33.9(256) Transportation of homeless children and youth
33.10(256) School services

CHAPTER 34
FUNDING FOR CHILDREN RESIDING IN STATE INSTITUTIONS

OR MENTAL HEALTH INSTITUTES
34.1(218) Scope
34.2(218) Definitions
34.3(218) General principles
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34.4(218) Notification
34.5(218) Program submission and approval
34.6(218) Budget submission and approval
34.7(218) Payments
34.8(218) Payments to the AEA
34.9(218) Contracting for services
34.10(218) Accounting for average daily attendance
34.11(218) Accounting for actual program costs
34.12(218) Audit
34.13(218) Hold-harmless provision
34.14(218,256B,34CFR300) AEA services
34.15(218,233A,261C) Postsecondary credit courses

CHAPTER 35
EDUCATIONAL STANDARDS AND PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS FOR CHILDREN’S

RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES
35.1(282) Scope
35.2(282) Intent
35.3(282) Definitions
35.4(282) Establishing an appropriate educational program
35.5(282) Display of notices; fees
35.6(282) Provision of appropriate educational services
35.7(282) Reporting

TITLE VI
INTERSCHOLASTIC COMPETITION

CHAPTER 36
EXTRACURRICULAR INTERSCHOLASTIC COMPETITION

36.1(280) Definitions
36.2(280) Registered organizations
36.3(280) Filings by organizations
36.4(280) Executive board
36.5(280) Federation membership
36.6(280) Salaries
36.7(280) Expenses
36.8(280) Financial report
36.9(280) Bond
36.10(280) Audit
36.11(280) Examinations by auditors
36.12(280) Access to records
36.13(280) Appearance before state board
36.14(280) Interscholastic athletics
36.15(280) Eligibility requirements
36.16(280) Executive board review
36.17(280) Appeals to director
36.18(280) Organization policies
36.19(280) Eligibility in situations of district organization change
36.20(280) Cooperative student participation
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CHAPTER 37
EXTRACURRICULAR ATHLETIC ACTIVITY
CONFERENCE FOR MEMBER SCHOOLS

37.1(280) Policy and purpose
37.2(280) Initial responsibility
37.3(280) Complaint to the director, department of education
37.4(280) Mediation
37.5(280) Resolution or recommendation of the mediation team
37.6(280) Decision
37.7(280) Effective date of the decision

CHAPTERS 38 to 40
Reserved
TITLE VII

SPECIAL EDUCATION

CHAPTER 41
SPECIAL EDUCATION

DIVISION I
PURPOSE AND APPLICABILITY

41.1(256B,34CFR300) Purposes
41.2(256B,34CFR300) Applicability of this chapter

DIVISION II
DEFINITIONS

41.3(256B,34CFR300) Act
41.4(256B,273) Area education agency
41.5(256B,34CFR300) Assistive technology device
41.6(256B,34CFR300) Assistive technology service
41.7(256B,34CFR300) Charter school
41.8(256B,34CFR300) Child with a disability
41.9(256B,34CFR300) Consent
41.10(256B,34CFR300) Core academic subjects
41.11(256B,34CFR300) Day; business day; school day
41.12(256B,34CFR300) Educational service agency
41.13(256B,34CFR300) Elementary school
41.14(256B,34CFR300) Equipment
41.15(256B,34CFR300) Evaluation
41.16(256B,34CFR300) Excess costs
41.17(256B,34CFR300) Free appropriate public education
41.18 Reserved
41.19(256B,34CFR300) Homeless children
41.20(256B,34CFR300) Include
41.21(256B,34CFR300) Indian and Indian tribe
41.22(256B,34CFR300) Individualized education program
41.23(256B,34CFR300) Individualized education program team
41.24(256B,34CFR300) Individualized family service plan
41.25(256B,34CFR300) Infant or toddler with a disability
41.26(256B,34CFR300) Institution of higher education
41.27(256B,34CFR300) Limited English proficient
41.28(256B,34CFR300) Local educational agency
41.29(256B,34CFR300) Native language
41.30(256B,34CFR300) Parent
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41.31(256B,34CFR300) Parent training and information center
41.32(256B,34CFR300) Personally identifiable
41.33(256B,34CFR300) Public agency; nonpublic agency; agency
41.34(256B,34CFR300) Related services
41.35 Reserved
41.36(256B,34CFR300) Secondary school
41.37(34CFR300) Services plan
41.38(34CFR300) Secretary
41.39(256B,34CFR300) Special education
41.40(34CFR300) State
41.41(256B,34CFR300) State educational agency
41.42(256B,34CFR300) Supplementary aids and services
41.43(256B,34CFR300) Transition services
41.44(34CFR300) Universal design
41.45(256B,34CFR300) Ward of the state
41.46 to 41.49 Reserved
41.50(256B,34CFR300) Other definitions associated with identification of eligible individuals
41.51(256B,34CFR300) Other definitions applicable to this chapter
41.52 to 41.99 Reserved

DIVISION III
RULES APPLICABLE TO THE STATE AND TO ALL AGENCIES

41.100(256B,34CFR300) Eligibility for assistance
41.101(256B,34CFR300) Free appropriate public education (FAPE)
41.102(256B,34CFR300) Limitation—exceptions to FAPE for certain ages
41.103(256B,34CFR300) FAPE—methods and payments
41.104(256B,34CFR300) Residential placement
41.105(256B,34CFR300) Assistive technology
41.106(256B,34CFR300) Extended school year services
41.107(256B,34CFR300) Nonacademic services
41.108(256B,34CFR300) Physical education
41.109(256B,34CFR300) Full educational opportunity goal (FEOG)
41.110(256B,34CFR300) Program options
41.111(256B,34CFR300) Child find
41.112(256B,34CFR300) Individualized education programs (IEPs)
41.113(256B,34CFR300) Routine checking of hearing aids and external components of surgically

implanted medical devices
41.114(256B,34CFR300) Least restrictive environment (LRE)
41.115(256B,34CFR300) Continuum of alternative services and placements
41.116(256B,34CFR300) Placements
41.117(256B,34CFR300) Nonacademic settings
41.118(256B,34CFR300) Children in public or private institutions
41.119(256B,34CFR300) Technical assistance and training activities
41.120(256B,34CFR300) Monitoring activities
41.121(256B,34CFR300) Procedural safeguards
41.122(256B,34CFR300) Evaluation
41.123(256B,34CFR300) Confidentiality of personally identifiable information
41.124(256B,34CFR300) Transition of children from the Part C program to preschool programs
41.125 to 41.128 Reserved
41.129(256B,34CFR300) Responsibility regarding children in private schools
41.130(256,256B,34CFR300) Definition of parentally placed private school children with disabilities
41.131(256,256B,34CFR300) Child find for parentally placed private school children with disabilities
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41.132(256,256B,34CFR300) Provision of services for parentally placed private school children with
disabilities: basic requirement

41.133(256,256B,34CFR300) Expenditures
41.134(256,256B,34CFR300) Consultation
41.135(256,256B,34CFR300) Written affirmation
41.136(256,256B,34CFR300) Compliance
41.137(256,256B,34CFR300) Equitable services determined
41.138(256,256B,34CFR300) Equitable services provided
41.139(256,256B,34CFR300) Location of services and transportation
41.140(256,256B,34CFR300) Due process complaints and state complaints
41.141(256,256B,34CFR300) Requirement that funds not benefit a private school
41.142(256,256B,34CFR300) Use of personnel
41.143(256,256B,34CFR300) Separate classes prohibited
41.144(256,256B,34CFR300) Property, equipment, and supplies
41.145(256B,34CFR300) Applicability of rules 281—41.146(256B,34CFR300) to

281—41.147(256B,34CFR300)
41.146(256B,34CFR300) Responsibility of department
41.147(256B,34CFR300) Implementation by department
41.148(256B,34CFR300) Placement of children by parents when FAPE is at issue
41.149(256B,34CFR300) SEA responsibility for general supervision
41.150 Reserved
41.151(256B,34CFR300) Adoption of state complaint procedures
41.152(256B,34CFR300) Minimum state complaint procedures
41.153(256B,34CFR300) Filing a complaint
41.154(256B,34CFR300) Methods of ensuring services
41.155(256B,34CFR300) Hearings relating to AEA or LEA eligibility
41.156(256B,34CFR300) Personnel qualifications
41.157 to 41.159 Reserved
41.160(256B,34CFR300) Participation in assessments
41.161 Reserved
41.162(256B,34CFR300) Supplementation of state, local, and other federal funds
41.163(256B,34CFR300) Maintenance of state financial support
41.164 Reserved
41.165(256B,34CFR300) Public participation
41.166(256B,34CFR300) Rule of construction
41.167(256B,34CFR300) State advisory panel
41.168(256B,34CFR300) Advisory panel membership
41.169(256B,34CFR300) Advisory panel duties
41.170(256B,34CFR300) Suspension and expulsion rates
41.171 Reserved
41.172(256B,34CFR300) Access to instructional materials
41.173(256B,34CFR300) Overidentification and disproportionality
41.174(256B,34CFR300) Prohibition on mandatory medication
41.175 Reserved
41.176(256B) Special school provisions
41.177(256B) Facilities
41.178(256B) Materials, equipment and assistive technology
41.179 to 41.185 Reserved
41.186(256B,34CFR300) Assistance under other federal programs
41.187(256B) Research, innovation, and improvement
41.188 to 41.199 Reserved
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DIVISION IV
LEA AND AEA ELIGIBILITY, IN GENERAL

41.200(256B,34CFR300) Condition of assistance
41.201(256B,34CFR300) Consistency with state policies
41.202(256B,34CFR300) Use of amounts
41.203(256B,34CFR300) Maintenance of effort
41.204(256B,34CFR300) Exception to maintenance of effort
41.205(256B,34CFR300) Adjustment to local fiscal efforts in certain fiscal years
41.206(256B,34CFR300) Schoolwide programs under Title I of the ESEA
41.207(256B,34CFR300) Personnel development
41.208(256B,34CFR300) Permissive use of funds
41.209(256B,34CFR300) Treatment of charter schools and their students
41.210(256B,34CFR300) Purchase of instructional materials
41.211(256B,34CFR300) Information for department
41.212(256B,34CFR300) Public information
41.213(256B,34CFR300) Records regarding migratory children with disabilities
41.214 to 41.219 Reserved
41.220(256B,34CFR300) Exception for prior local plans
41.221(256B,34CFR300) Notification of AEA or LEA or state agency in case of ineligibility
41.222(256B,34CFR300) AEA or LEA and state agency compliance
41.223(256B,34CFR300) Joint establishment of eligibility
41.224(256B,34CFR300) Requirements for jointly establishing eligibility
41.225 Reserved
41.226(256B,34CFR300) Early intervening services
41.227 Reserved
41.228(256B,34CFR300) State agency eligibility
41.229(256B,34CFR300) Disciplinary information
41.230(256B,34CFR300) SEA flexibility
41.231 to 41.299 Reserved

DIVISION V
EVALUATION, ELIGIBILITY, IEPs, AND PLACEMENT DECISIONS

41.300(256B,34CFR300) Parental consent and participation
41.301(256B,34CFR300) Full and individual initial evaluations
41.302(256B,34CFR300) Screening for instructional purposes is not evaluation
41.303(256B,34CFR300) Reevaluations
41.304(256B,34CFR300) Evaluation procedures
41.305(256B,34CFR300) Additional requirements for evaluations and reevaluations
41.306(256B,34CFR300) Determination of eligibility
41.307(256B,34CFR300) Specific learning disabilities
41.308(256B,34CFR300) Additional group members
41.309(256B,34CFR300) Determining the existence of a specific learning disability
41.310(256B,34CFR300) Observation
41.311(256B,34CFR300) Specific documentation for the eligibility determination
41.312(256B,34CFR300) General education interventions
41.313(256B,34CFR300) Systematic problem-solving process
41.314(256B,34CFR300) Progress monitoring and data collection
41.315 to 41.319 Reserved
41.320(256B,34CFR300) Definition of individualized education program
41.321(256B,34CFR300) IEP team
41.322(256B,34CFR300) Parent participation
41.323(256B,34CFR300) When IEPs must be in effect
41.324(256B,34CFR300) Development, review, and revision of IEP
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41.325(256B,34CFR300) Private school placements by public agencies
41.326(256B,34CFR300) Other rules concerning IEPs
41.327(256B,34CFR300) Educational placements
41.328(256B,34CFR300) Alternative means of meeting participation
41.329(256B,34CFR300) Family support mentoring program
41.330 to 41.399 Reserved

DIVISION VI
ADDITIONAL RULES RELATED TO AEAs, LEAs, AND SPECIAL EDUCATION

41.400(256B,34CFR300) Shared responsibility
41.401(256B,34CFR300) Licensure (certification)
41.402(256B,273,34CFR300) Authorized personnel
41.403(256B) Paraprofessionals
41.404(256B) Policies and procedures required of all public agencies
41.405 Reserved
41.406(256B) Additional requirements of LEAs
41.407(256B,273,34CFR300) Additional requirements of AEAs
41.408(256B,273,34CFR300) Instructional services
41.409(256B,34CFR300) Support services
41.410(256B,34CFR300) Itinerant services
41.411(256B,34CFR300) Related services, supplementary aids and services
41.412(256B,34CFR300) Transportation
41.413(256,256B,34CFR300) Additional rules relating to accredited nonpublic schools
41.414 to 41.499 Reserved

DIVISION VII
PROCEDURAL SAFEGUARDS

41.500(256B,34CFR300) Responsibility of SEA and other public agencies
41.501(256B,34CFR300) Opportunity to examine records; parent participation in meetings
41.502(256B,34CFR300) Independent educational evaluation
41.503(256B,34CFR300) Prior notice by the public agency; content of notice
41.504(256B,34CFR300) Procedural safeguards notice
41.505(256B,34CFR300) Electronic mail
41.506(256B,34CFR300) Mediation
41.507(256B,34CFR300) Filing a due process complaint
41.508(256B,34CFR300) Due process complaint
41.509(256B,34CFR300) Model forms
41.510(256B,34CFR300) Resolution process
41.511(256B,34CFR300) Impartial due process hearing
41.512(256B,34CFR300) Hearing rights
41.513(256B,34CFR300) Hearing decisions
41.514(256B,34CFR300) Finality of decision
41.515(256B,34CFR300) Timelines and convenience of hearings
41.516(256B,34CFR300) Civil action
41.517(256B,34CFR300) Attorneys’ fees
41.518(256B,34CFR300) Child’s status during proceedings
41.519(256B,34CFR300) Surrogate parents
41.520(256B,34CFR300) Transfer of parental rights at age of majority
41.521 to 41.529 Reserved
41.530(256B,34CFR300) Authority of school personnel
41.531(256B,34CFR300) Determination of setting
41.532(256B,34CFR300) Appeal
41.533(256B,34CFR300) Placement during appeals and mediations
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41.534(256B,34CFR300) Protections for children not determined eligible for special education and
related services

41.535(256B,34CFR300) Referral to and action by law enforcement and judicial authorities
41.536(256B,34CFR300) Change of placement because of disciplinary removals
41.537(256B,34CFR300) State enforcement mechanisms
41.538 to 41.599 Reserved

DIVISION VIII
MONITORING, ENFORCEMENT, CONFIDENTIALITY, AND PROGRAM INFORMATION

41.600(256B,34CFR300) State monitoring and enforcement
41.601(256B,34CFR300) State performance plans and data collection
41.602(256B,34CFR300) State use of targets and reporting
41.603(256B,34CFR300) Department review and determination regarding public agency performance
41.604(256B,34CFR300) Enforcement
41.605(256B,34CFR300) Withholding funds
41.606(256B,34CFR300) Public attention
41.607 Reserved
41.608(256B,34CFR300) State enforcement
41.609(256B,34CFR300) State consideration of other state or federal laws
41.610(256B,34CFR300) Confidentiality
41.611(256B,34CFR300) Definitions
41.612(256B,34CFR300) Notice to parents
41.613(256B,34CFR300) Access rights
41.614(256B,34CFR300) Record of access
41.615(256B,34CFR300) Records on more than one child
41.616(256B,34CFR300) List of types and locations of information
41.617(256B,34CFR300) Fees
41.618(256B,34CFR300) Amendment of records at parent’s request
41.619(256B,34CFR300) Opportunity for a hearing
41.620(256B,34CFR300) Result of hearing
41.621(256B,34CFR300) Hearing procedures
41.622(256B,34CFR300) Consent
41.623(256B,34CFR300) Safeguards
41.624(256B,34CFR300) Destruction of information
41.625(256B,34CFR300) Children’s rights
41.626(256B,34CFR300) Enforcement
41.627 to 41.639 Reserved
41.640(256B,34CFR300) Annual report of children served—report requirement
41.641(256B,34CFR300) Annual report of children served—information required in the report
41.642(256B,34CFR300) Data reporting
41.643(256B,34CFR300) Annual report of children served—certification
41.644(256B,34CFR300) Annual report of children served—criteria for counting children
41.645(256B,34CFR300) Annual report of children served—other responsibilities of the SEA
41.646(256B,34CFR300) Disproportionality
41.647(256B,34CFR300) Determining significant disproportionality
41.648 to 41.699 Reserved

DIVISION IX
ALLOCATIONS BY THE SECRETARY TO THE STATE

41.700 to 41.703 Reserved
41.704(256B,34CFR300) State-level activities
41.705(256B,34CFR300) Subgrants to AEAs
41.706 to 41.799 Reserved
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DIVISION X
PRESCHOOL GRANTS FOR CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES

41.800(256B,34CFR300) General rule
41.801 and 41.802 Reserved
41.803(256B,34CFR300) Definition of state
41.804(256B,34CFR300) Eligibility
41.805 Reserved
41.806(256B,34CFR300) Eligibility for financial assistance
41.807 to 41.811 Reserved
41.812(256B,34CFR300) Reservation for state activities
41.813(256B,34CFR300) State administration
41.814(256B,34CFR300) Other state-level activities
41.815(256B,34CFR300) Subgrants to AEAs
41.816(256B,34CFR300) Allocations to AEAs
41.817(256B,34CFR300) Reallocation of AEA funds
41.818(256B,34CFR300) Part C of the Act inapplicable
41.819 to 41.899 Reserved

DIVISION XI
ADDITIONAL RULES CONCERNING FINANCE AND PUBLIC ACCOUNTABILITY

41.900(256B,282) Scope
41.901(256B,282) Records and reports
41.902(256B,282) Audit
41.903(256B,282) Contractual agreements
41.904(256B) Research and demonstration projects and models for special education program

development
41.905(256B,273) Additional special education
41.906(256B,273,282) Extended school year services
41.907(256B,282,34CFR300,303) Program costs
41.908(256B,282) Accountability
41.909 to 41.999 Reserved

DIVISION XII
PRACTICE BEFORE MEDIATORS AND ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGES

41.1000(17A,256B,290) Applicability
41.1001(17A,256B,290) Definitions
41.1002(256B,34CFR300) Special education mediation conference
41.1003(17A,256B) Procedures concerning due process complaints
41.1004(17A,256B) Participants in the hearing
41.1005(17A,256B) Convening the hearing
41.1006(17A,256B) Stipulated record hearing
41.1007(17A,256B) Evidentiary hearing
41.1008(17A,256B) Mixed evidentiary and stipulated record hearing
41.1009(17A,256B) Witnesses
41.1010(17A,256B) Rules of evidence
41.1011(17A,256B) Communications
41.1012(17A,256B) Record
41.1013(17A,256B) Decision and review
41.1014(17A,256B) Finality of decision
41.1015(256B,34CFR300) Disqualification of mediator
41.1016(17A) Correcting decisions of administrative law judges
41.1017 to 41.1099 Reserved
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DIVISION XIII
ADDITIONAL RULES NECESSARY TO IMPLEMENT AND APPLY THIS CHAPTER

41.1100(256B,34CFR300) References to Code of Federal Regulations
41.1101(256B,34CFR300) Severability
41.1102(256B,34CFR300) Rule of construction

CHAPTER 42
Reserved
TITLE VIII

SCHOOL TRANSPORTATION

CHAPTER 43
PUPIL TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION I
TRANSPORTATION ROUTES

43.1(285) Intra-area education agency routes
43.2(285) Interarea education agency routes

DIVISION II
PRIVATE CONTRACTORS

43.3(285) Contract required
43.4(285) Uniform charge
43.5(285) Board must be party
43.6(285) Contract with parents
43.7(285) Vehicle requirements

DIVISION III
FINANCIAL RECORDS AND REPORTS

43.8(285) Required charges
43.9(285) Activity trips deducted

DIVISION IV
USE OF SCHOOL BUSES OTHER THAN FOR ROUTES

43.10(285) Permitted uses listed
43.11(285) Teacher transportation

DIVISION V
THE BUS DRIVER

43.12(285) Driver qualifications
43.13(285) Stability factors
43.14(285) Driver age
43.15(285) Physical fitness
43.16 Reserved
43.17(285) Insulin-dependent diabetics
43.18(285) Authorization to be carried by driver
43.19 and 43.20 Reserved
43.21(285) Experience, traffic law knowledge and driving record
43.22(321) Fee collection and distribution of funds
43.23(285) Driver authorization
43.24(321) Authorization denials and revocations

DIVISION VI
PURCHASE OF BUSES

43.25(285) Local board procedure
43.26(285) Financing
43.27 to 43.29 Reserved
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DIVISION VII
MISCELLANEOUS REQUIREMENTS

43.30(285) Semiannual inspection
43.31(285) Maintenance record
43.32(285) Drivers’ schools
43.33(285) Insurance
43.34(285) Contract—privately owned buses
43.35(285) Contract—district-owned buses
43.36 Reserved
43.37(285) Railroad crossings
43.38(285) Driver restrictions
43.39(285) Civil defense projects
43.40(285) Pupil instruction
43.41(285) Trip inspections
43.42(285) Loading and unloading areas
43.43(285) Communication equipment

DIVISION VIII
COMMON CARRIERS

43.44(285) Standards for common carriers

CHAPTER 44
SCHOOL BUSES

44.1(285) Requirements for manufacturers
44.2(285) School bus—type classifications
44.3(285) School bus body and chassis specifications
44.4(285) Construction of vehicles for children with mobility challenges
44.5(285) Type III vehicles
44.6(285) Repair, replacement of school bus body and chassis components following original

equipment manufacture

CHAPTER 45
Reserved
TITLE IX

VOCATIONAL EDUCATION

CHAPTER 46
CAREER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION

46.1(258) Federal Act accepted
46.2(258) Definitions
46.3(258) State board for career and technical education
46.4(258) Career and technical education service areas
46.5(258) Standards for career and technical education
46.6(258) Career and technical education program approval and review
46.7(258) Accreditation standards not met
46.8(258) Advisory council
46.9(258) Distribution of career and technical education funds
46.10(258) Regional career and technical education planning partnerships
46.11(258) Career academies
46.12(258) Regional centers
46.13(423F) Career academy incentive fund

CHAPTER 47
Reserved
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CHAPTER 48
WORK-BASED LEARNING

48.1 to 48.4 Reserved
48.5(256) Program established

CHAPTER 49
INDIVIDUAL CAREER AND ACADEMIC PLAN

49.1(279) Purpose
49.2(279) Definitions
49.3(279) Individualized career and academic plan
49.4(279) Essential components
49.5(279) District plan
49.6(279) Career information and decision-making systems
49.7(279) Compliance

CHAPTER 50
Reserved
TITLE X

VETERANS’ TRAINING

CHAPTER 51
VETERANS’ EDUCATION AND TRAINING

51.1(256) Apprenticeships and on-the-job training programs for veterans
51.2(256) Educational institutions

CHAPTERS 52 to 55
Reserved
TITLE XI

VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION EDUCATION

CHAPTERS 56 and 57
Reserved
TITLE XII

PROGRAMS ADMINISTRATION

CHAPTER 58
SCHOOL BREAKFAST AND LUNCH PROGRAM; NUTRITIONAL
CONTENT STANDARDS FOR OTHER FOODS AND BEVERAGES

58.1(256,283A) School breakfast and lunch program
58.2(256) Nutritional content standards for other foods and beverages

CHAPTER 59
GIFTED AND TALENTED PROGRAMS

59.1(257) General principles
59.2(257) Definitions
59.3(257) Program plan
59.4(257) Responsibilities of school districts
59.5(257) Responsibilities of area education agencies
59.6(257) Responsibilities of the department

CHAPTER 60
PROGRAMS FOR STUDENTS WHO ARE ENGLISH LEARNERS

60.1(280) Definitions
60.2(280) School district responsibilities
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60.3(280) Department responsibility
60.4(280) Nonpublic school participation
60.5(280) Funding

CHAPTER 61
IOWA READING RESEARCH CENTER

61.1(256) Establishment
61.2(256) Purpose
61.3(256) Intensive summer literacy program
61.4(256) First efforts of the center
61.5(256) Nature of the center’s operation
61.6(256) Nature of the center’s products
61.7(256) Governance and leadership of the center
61.8(256) Financing of the center
61.9(256) Annual report

CHAPTER 62
STATE STANDARDS FOR PROGRESSION IN READING

62.1(256,279) Purpose
62.2(256,279) Assessment of reading proficiency
62.3(256,279) Tools for evaluating and reevaluating reading proficiency
62.4(256,279) Identification of a student as being persistently at risk in reading
62.5 Reserved
62.6(256,279) Successful progression for early readers
62.7 and 62.8 Reserved
62.9(256,279) Ensuring continuous improvement in reading proficiency
62.10(256,279) Miscellaneous provisions

CHAPTER 63
EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS AND SERVICES

FOR PUPILS IN JUVENILE HOMES
63.1(282) Scope
63.2(282) Definitions
63.3(282) Forms
63.4(282) Budget amendments
63.5(282) Area education agency responsibility
63.6(282) Educational program
63.7(282) Special education
63.8(282) Educational services
63.9(282) Media services
63.10(282) Other responsibilities
63.11(282) Curriculum
63.12(282) Disaster procedures
63.13(282) Maximum class size
63.14(282) Teacher certification and preparation
63.15(282) Aides
63.16(282) Accounting
63.17(282) Revenues
63.18(282) Expenditures
63.19(282) Claims
63.20(282) Audits
63.21(282) Waivers
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CHAPTER 64
CHILD DEVELOPMENT COORDINATING COUNCIL

64.1(256A,279) Purpose
64.2(256A,279) Definitions
64.3(256A,279) Child development coordinating council
64.4(256A,279) Procedures
64.5(256A,279) Duties
64.6(256A,279) Eligibility identification procedures
64.7(256A,279) Primary eligibility
64.8(256A,279) Secondary eligibility
64.9(256A,279) Grant awards criteria
64.10(256A,279) Application process
64.11(256A,279) Request for proposals
64.12(256A,279) Grant process
64.13 Reserved
64.14(256A,279) Notification of applicants
64.15(256A,279) Grantee responsibilities
64.16(256A,279) Withdrawal of contract offer
64.17(256A,279) Evaluation
64.18(256A,279) Contract revisions and budget reversions
64.19(256A,279) Termination for convenience
64.20(256A,279) Termination for cause
64.21(256A,279) Responsibility of grantee at termination
64.22(256A,279) Appeal from terminations
64.23(256A,279) Refusal to issue ruling
64.24(256A,279) Request for Reconsideration
64.25(256A,279) Refusal to issue decision on request
64.26(256A,279) Granting a Request for Reconsideration

CHAPTER 65
PROGRAMS FOR AT-RISK EARLY ELEMENTARY STUDENTS

65.1(279) Definitions
65.2(279) Eligibility identification procedures
65.3(279) Award acceptance process
65.4(279) Awardee responsibilities
65.5(279) Allowable expenditures
65.6(279) Evaluation
65.7(279) Budget revisions
65.8(279) Termination
65.9(279) Appeals from terminations

CHAPTER 66
Reserved

CHAPTER 67
EDUCATIONAL SUPPORT PROGRAMS FOR PARENTS

OF CHILDREN AGED BIRTH THROUGH FIVE YEARS WHO ARE AT RISK
67.1(279) Purpose
67.2(279) Definitions
67.3(279) Eligibility identification procedures
67.4(279) Eligibility
67.5(279) Secondary eligibility
67.6(279) Grant awards criteria
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67.7(279) Application process
67.8(279) Request for proposals
67.9(279) Award contracts
67.10(279) Notification of applicants
67.11(279) Grantee responsibilities
67.12(279) Withdrawal of contract offer
67.13(279) Evaluation
67.14(279) Contract revisions
67.15(279) Termination for convenience
67.16(279) Termination for cause
67.17(279) Responsibility of grantee at termination
67.18(279) Appeal from terminations
67.19(279) Refusal to issue ruling
67.20(279) Request for Reconsideration
67.21(279) Refusal to issue decision on request
67.22(279) Granting a Request for Reconsideration

CHAPTER 68
IOWA PUBLIC CHARTER AND INNOVATION ZONE SCHOOLS

DIVISION I
GENERAL PROVISIONS

68.1(256F,83GA,SF2033) Purpose
68.2(256F,83GA,SF2033) Definitions

DIVISION II
CHARTER SCHOOLS

68.3(256F,83GA,SF2033) Application to a school board
68.4(256F,83GA,SF2033) Review process
68.5(256F,83GA,SF2033) Ongoing review by department
68.6(256F,83GA,SF2033) Renewal of charter
68.7(256F,83GA,SF2033) Revocation of charter
68.8(256F) Transition—operation of existing charter schools
68.9 and 68.10 Reserved

DIVISION III
INNOVATION ZONE SCHOOLS

68.11(256F,83GA,SF2033) Application process
68.12(256F,83GA,SF2033) Review process
68.13(256F,83GA,SF2033) Ongoing review by department
68.14(256F,83GA,SF2033) Renewal of contract
68.15(256F,83GA,SF2033) Revocation of contract

CHAPTER 69
Reserved
TITLE XIII

AREA EDUCATION AGENCIES

CHAPTERS 70 and 71
Reserved

CHAPTER 72
ACCREDITATION OF AREA EDUCATION AGENCIES

72.1(273) Scope
72.2(273) Definitions
72.3(273) Accreditation components
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72.4(273) Standards for services
72.5 to 72.8 Reserved
72.9(273) Comprehensive improvement plan
72.10(273) Annual budget and annual progress report
72.11(273) Comprehensive site visit

TITLE XIV
TEACHERS AND PROFESSIONAL LICENSING

CHAPTERS 73 to 76
Reserved

CHAPTER 77
STANDARDS FOR TEACHER INTERN PREPARATION PROGRAMS

77.1(256) General statement
77.2(256) Definitions
77.3(256) Institutions affected
77.4(256) Criteria for Iowa teacher intern preparation programs
77.5(256) Approval of programs
77.6(256) Periodic reports
77.7(256) Approval of program changes

TEACHER INTERN PREPARATION PROGRAM STANDARDS
77.8(256) Governance and resources standard
77.9(256) Faculty standard
77.10(256) Program of study standard
77.11(256) Assessment standard

CHAPTER 78
Reserved

CHAPTER 79
STANDARDS FOR PRACTITIONER AND ADMINISTRATOR

PREPARATION PROGRAMS
DIVISION I

GENERAL STANDARDS APPLICABLE TO ALL PRACTITIONER PREPARATION PROGRAMS
79.1(256) General statement
79.2(256) Definitions
79.3(256) Institutions affected
79.4(256) Criteria for practitioner preparation programs
79.5(256) Approval of programs
79.6(256) Visiting teams
79.7(256) Periodic reports
79.8(256) Reevaluation of practitioner preparation programs
79.9(256) Approval of program changes

DIVISION II
SPECIFIC EDUCATION STANDARDS APPLICABLE TO ALL PRACTITIONER PREPARATION PROGRAMS

79.10(256) Governance and resources standard
79.11(256) Diversity standard
79.12(256) Faculty standard
79.13(256) Assessment system and unit evaluation standard
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DIVISION III
SPECIFIC EDUCATION STANDARDS APPLICABLE ONLY TO INITIAL PRACTITIONER PREPARATION

PROGRAMS FOR TEACHER CANDIDATES
79.14(256) Teacher preparation clinical practice standard
79.15(256) Teacher candidate knowledge, skills and dispositions standard

DIVISION IV
SPECIFIC EDUCATION STANDARDS APPLICABLE ONLY TO ADMINISTRATOR PREPARATION PROGRAMS

79.16(256) Administrator preparation clinical practice standard
79.17(256) Administrator knowledge, skills, and dispositions standard
79.18 Reserved

DIVISION V
SPECIFIC EDUCATION STANDARDS APPLICABLE ONLY TO PRACTITIONER PREPARATION PROGRAMS

OTHER THAN TEACHER OR ADMINISTRATOR PREPARATION PROGRAMS
79.19(256) Purpose
79.20(256) Clinical practice standard
79.21(256) Candidate knowledge, skills and dispositions standard

CHAPTER 80
STANDARDS FOR PARAEDUCATOR PREPARATION PROGRAMS

80.1(272) General statement
80.2(272) Definitions
80.3(272) Institutions affected
80.4(272) Criteria for Iowa paraeducator preparation programs
80.5(272) Application; approval of programs
80.6(272) Periodic reports
80.7(272) Reevaluation of paraeducator preparation programs
80.8(272) Approval of program changes
80.9(272) Organizational and resource standards
80.10(272) Diversity standards
80.11(272) Faculty standards
80.12(272) Program assessment and evaluation standards
80.13(272) Clinical practice standards

CHAPTER 81
STANDARDS FOR SCHOOL BUSINESS OFFICIAL PREPARATION PROGRAMS

81.1(256) Definitions
81.2(256) Institutions eligible to provide a school business official preparation program
81.3(256) Approval of programs
81.4(256) Governance and resources standard
81.5(256) Instructor standard
81.6(256) Assessment system and institution evaluation standard
81.7(256) School business official candidate knowledge and skills standards and criteria
81.8(256) School business official mentoring program
81.9(256) Periodic reports
81.10(256) Reevaluation of school business official preparation programs
81.11(256) Approval of program changes

CHAPTER 82
STANDARDS FOR SCHOOL ADMINISTRATION MANAGER PROGRAMS

82.1(272) Definitions
82.2(272) Organizations eligible to provide a school administration manager training program
82.3(272) Approval of training programs
82.4(272) Governance and resources standard
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82.5(272) Trainer and coach standard
82.6(272) Assessment system and organization evaluation standard
82.7(272) School administration manager knowledge and skills standards and criteria
82.8(272) Monitoring and continued approval
82.9(272) Approval of program changes and flexibility of programs

CHAPTER 83
TEACHER AND ADMINISTRATOR QUALITY PROGRAMS

DIVISION I
GENERAL STANDARDS APPLICABLE TO BOTH ADMINISTRATOR AND

TEACHER QUALITY PROGRAMS
83.1(284,284A) Purposes
83.2(284,284A) Definitions

DIVISION II
SPECIFIC STANDARDS APPLICABLE TO TEACHER QUALITY PROGRAMS

83.3(284) Mentoring and induction program for beginning teachers
83.4(284) Iowa teaching standards and criteria
83.5(284) Evaluator approval training
83.6(284) Professional development for teachers
83.7(284) Teacher quality committees

DIVISION III
SPECIFIC STANDARDS APPLICABLE TO ADMINISTRATOR QUALITY PROGRAMS

83.8(284A) Administrator quality program
83.9(284A) Mentoring and induction program for administrators
83.10(284A) Iowa school leadership standards for administrators
83.11(284A) Evaluation
83.12(284A) Professional development of administrators

CHAPTER 84
FINANCIAL INCENTIVES FOR NATIONAL BOARD CERTIFICATION

84.1(256) Definitions
84.2(256) Registration fee reimbursement program
84.3(256) NBC annual award
84.4(256) Appeal of denial of a registration fee reimbursement award or an NBC annual

award

CHAPTERS 85 to 93
Reserved
TITLE XV

EDUCATIONAL EXCELLENCE

CHAPTER 94
Reserved

CHAPTER 95
EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

AND AFFIRMATIVE ACTION IN EDUCATIONAL AGENCIES
95.1(19B) Definitions
95.2(19B) Equal employment opportunity standards
95.3(19B) Duties of boards of directors
95.4(19B) Plan components
95.5(19B) Dissemination
95.6(19B) Reports
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TITLE XVI
SCHOOL FACILITIES

CHAPTER 96
STATEWIDE SALES AND

SERVICES TAX FOR SCHOOL INFRASTRUCTURE
96.1(423E,423F) Definitions
96.2(423E,423F) Reports to the department
96.3(423E,423F) Combined actual enrollment
96.4(423E,423F) Application and certificate of need process
96.5(423E,423F) Review process
96.6(423E,423F) Award process
96.7(423E,423F) Applicant responsibilities
96.8(423E,423F) Appeal of certificate denial

CHAPTER 97
SUPPLEMENTARY WEIGHTING

97.1(257) Definitions
97.2(257) Supplementary weighting plan
97.3(257) Supplementary weighting plan for at-risk students
97.4(257) Supplementary weighting plan for a regional academy
97.5(257) Supplementary weighting plan for whole-grade sharing
97.6(257) Supplementary weighting plan for ICN video services
97.7(257) Supplementary weighting plan for operational services
97.8(261E) Concurrent enrollment program contracts between accredited nonpublic schools

and community colleges

CHAPTER 98
FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT OF CATEGORICAL FUNDING

DIVISION I
GENERAL PROVISIONS

98.1(256,257) Definitions
98.2(256,257) General finance
98.3 to 98.10 Reserved

DIVISION II
APPROPRIATE USE OF BUDGETARY ALLOCATIONS

98.11(257) Categorical and noncategorical student counts
98.12(257,299A) Home school assistance program
98.13(256C,257) Statewide voluntary four-year-old preschool program
98.14(257) Supplementary weighting
98.15(257) Operational function sharing supplementary weighting
98.16(257,280) English learner weighting
98.17(256B,257) Special education weighting
98.18(257) At-risk program, alternative program or alternative school, and potential or

returning dropout prevention program formula supplementary weighting
98.19(257) Reorganization incentive weighting
98.20(257) Gifted and talented program
98.21(257) At-risk program, alternative program or alternative school, and potential or

returning dropout prevention program—modified supplemental amount
98.22(257) Use of the unexpended general fund balance
98.23(257) Early intervention supplement
98.24(257,284) Teacher salary supplement
98.25(257,284) Teacher leadership supplement
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98.26(257,284) Educator quality professional development, also known as professional
development supplement

98.27(257,298A) Flexibility account
98.28 to 98.39 Reserved

DIVISION III
APPROPRIATE USE OF GRANTS IN AID

98.40(256,257,298A) Grants in aid
98.41 Reserved
98.42(257,284) Beginning teacher mentoring and induction program
98.43(257,284A) Beginning administrator mentoring and induction program
98.44(257,301) Nonpublic textbook services
98.45(279) Early literacy
98.46 to 98.59 Reserved

DIVISION IV
APPROPRIATE USE OF SPECIAL TAX LEVIES AND FUNDS

98.60(24,29C,76,143,256,257,274,275,276,279,280,282,283A,285,291,296,298,298A,300,301,
423E,423F,565,670) Levies and funds

98.61(24,143,257,275,279,280,285,297,298,298A,301,473,670) General fund
98.62(279,296,298,670) Management fund
98.63(298) Library levy fund
98.64(279,283,297,298) Physical plant and equipment levy (PPEL) fund
98.65(276,300) Public educational and recreational levy (PERL) fund
98.66(257,279,298A,565) District support trust fund
98.67(257,279,298A,565) Permanent funds
98.68(76,274,296,298,298A) Debt service fund
98.69(76,273,298,298A,423E,423F) Capital projects fund
98.70(279,280,298A) Student activity fund
98.71(298A) Entrepreneurial education fund
98.72(256B,257,298A) Special education instruction fund
98.73(282,298A) Juvenile home program instruction fund
98.74(283A,298A) School nutrition fund
98.75(279,298A) Child care and before- and after-school programs fund
98.76(298A) Regular education preschool fund
98.77(298A) Student construction fund
98.78(298A) Other enterprise funds
98.79 to 98.81 Reserved
98.82(298A) Internal service funds
98.83 to 98.91 Reserved
98.92(257,279,298A,565) Private purpose trust funds
98.93(298A) Other trust funds
98.94 to 98.100 Reserved
98.101(298A) Custodial funds
98.102 to 98.110 Reserved
98.111(24,29C,257,298A) Emergency levy fund
98.112(275) Equalization levy fund

CHAPTER 99
BUSINESS PROCEDURES AND DEADLINES

99.1(257) Definitions
99.2(256,257,285,291) Submission deadlines
99.3(257) Good cause for late submission
99.4(24,256,257,291) Budgets, accounting, and reporting
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CHAPTER 100
Reserved
TITLE XVII

PROTECTION OF CHILDREN

CHAPTER 101
Reserved

CHAPTER 102
PROCEDURES FOR CHARGING AND

INVESTIGATING INCIDENTS OF ABUSE
OF STUDENTS BY SCHOOL EMPLOYEES

102.1(280) Statement of intent and purpose
102.2(280) Definitions
102.3(280) Jurisdiction
102.4(280) Exceptions
102.5(280) Duties of school authorities
102.6(280) Filing of a report
102.7(280) Receipt of report
102.8(280) Duties of designated investigator—physical abuse allegations
102.9(280) Duties of designated investigator—sexual abuse allegations
102.10(280) Content of investigative report
102.11(280) Founded reports—designated investigator’s duties
102.12(280) Level-two investigator’s duties
102.13(280) Retention of records
102.14(280) Substantial compliance
102.15(280) Effective date

CHAPTER 103
CORPORAL PUNISHMENT, PHYSICAL RESTRAINT, SECLUSION, AND OTHER PHYSICAL

CONTACT WITH STUDENTS
103.1(256B,280) Purpose and objectives
103.2(256B,280) Definitions
103.3(256B,280) Ban on corporal punishment and prone and mechanical restraints
103.4(256B,280) Activities that are not considered corporal punishment
103.5(256B,280) Use of reasonable and necessary force
103.6(256B,280) Reasonable force
103.7(256B,280) Reasonable and necessary force—use of physical restraint or seclusion
103.8(256B,280) Training, documentation, debriefing, and reporting requirements
103.9(256B,280) Seclusion room requirements
103.10(256B,280) Department responsibilities
103.11(256B,280) Other provisions

CHAPTERS 104 to 119
Reserved
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TITLE XVIII
EARLY CHILDHOOD

CHAPTER 120
EARLY ACCESS INTEGRATED SYSTEM OF

EARLY INTERVENTION SERVICES
DIVISION I

PURPOSE AND APPLICABILITY
120.1(34CFR303) Purposes and outcomes of the Early ACCESS Integrated System of Early

Intervention Services
120.2(34CFR303) Applicability of this chapter
120.3(34CFR303) Applicable federal regulations

DIVISION II
DEFINITIONS

120.4(34CFR303) Act
120.5(34CFR303) At-risk infant or toddler
120.6(34CFR303) Child
120.7(34CFR303) Consent
120.8(34CFR303) Council
120.9(34CFR303) Day
120.10(34CFR303) Developmental delay
120.11(34CFR303) Early intervention service program
120.12(34CFR303) Early intervention service provider
120.13(34CFR303) Early intervention services
120.14(34CFR303) Elementary school
120.15(34CFR303) Free appropriate public education
120.16(34CFR303) Health services
120.17(34CFR303) Homeless children
120.18(34CFR303) Include; including
120.19(34CFR303) Indian; Indian tribe
120.20(34CFR303) Individualized family service plan
120.21(34CFR303) Infant or toddler with a disability
120.22(34CFR303) Lead agency
120.23(34CFR303) Local educational agency
120.24(34CFR303) Multidisciplinary
120.25(34CFR303) Native language
120.26(34CFR303) Natural environments
120.27(34CFR303) Parent
120.28(34CFR303) Parent training and information center
120.29(34CFR303) Personally identifiable information
120.30(34CFR303) Public agency
120.31(34CFR303) Qualified personnel
120.32(34CFR303) Scientifically based research
120.33(34CFR303) Secretary
120.34(34CFR303) Service coordination services (case management)
120.35(34CFR303) State
120.36(34CFR303) State educational agency
120.37(34CFR303) Ward of the state
120.38(34CFR303) Other definitions used in this chapter
120.39 to 120.99 Reserved
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DIVISION III
STATE ELIGIBILITY FOR A GRANT AND REQUIREMENTS

FOR A STATEWIDE SYSTEM: GENERAL AUTHORITY AND ELIGIBILITY
120.100(34CFR303) General authority
120.101(34CFR303) State eligibility—requirements for a grant under Part C of the Act
120.102(34CFR303) State conformity with Part C of the Act
120.103 and 120.104 Reserved
120.105(34CFR303) Positive efforts to employ and advance qualified individuals with disabilities
120.106 to 120.109 Reserved
120.110(34CFR303) Minimum components of a statewide system
120.111(34CFR303) State definition of developmental delay
120.112(34CFR303) Availability of early intervention services
120.113(34CFR303) Evaluation, assessment, and nondiscriminatory procedures
120.114(34CFR303) Individualized family service plan (IFSP)
120.115(34CFR303) Comprehensive child find system
120.116(34CFR303) Public awareness program
120.117(34CFR303) Central directory
120.118(34CFR303) Comprehensive system of personnel development (CSPD)
120.119(34CFR303) Personnel standards
120.120(34CFR303) Lead agency role in supervision, monitoring, funding, interagency

coordination, and other responsibilities
120.121(34CFR303) Policy for contracting or otherwise arranging for services
120.122(34CFR303) Reimbursement procedures
120.123(34CFR303) Procedural safeguards
120.124(34CFR303) Data collection
120.125(34CFR303) State interagency coordinating council
120.126(34CFR303) Early intervention services in natural environments
120.127 to 120.199 Reserved

DIVISION IV
STATE APPLICATION AND ASSURANCES

120.200(34CFR303) State application and assurances
120.201(34CFR303) Designation of lead agency
120.202(34CFR303) Certification regarding financial responsibility
120.203(34CFR303) Statewide system and description of services
120.204 Reserved
120.205(34CFR303) Description of use of funds
120.206(34CFR303) Referral policies for specific children
120.207(34CFR303) Availability of resources
120.208(34CFR303) Public participation policies and procedures
120.209(34CFR303) Transition to preschool and other programs
120.210(34CFR303) Coordination with Head Start and Early Head Start, early education, and

child care programs
120.211 Reserved
120.212(34CFR303) Additional information and assurances
120.213 to 120.219 Reserved
120.220(34CFR303) Assurances satisfactory to the Secretary
120.221(34CFR303) Expenditure of funds
120.222(34CFR303) Payor of last resort
120.223(34CFR303) Control of funds and property
120.224(34CFR303) Reports and records
120.225(34CFR303) Prohibition against supplanting; indirect costs
120.226(34CFR303) Fiscal control
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120.227(34CFR303) Traditionally underserved groups
120.228(34CFR303) Subsequent state application and modifications of application
120.229 to 120.299 Reserved

DIVISION V
CHILD FIND; EVALUATIONS AND ASSESSMENTS; INDIVIDUALIZED FAMILY SERVICE PLANS

120.300(34CFR303) General
120.301(34CFR303) Public awareness program—information for parents
120.302(34CFR303) Comprehensive child find system
120.303(34CFR303) Referral procedures
120.304 to 120.309 Reserved
120.310(34CFR303) Post-referral timeline (45 calendar days)
120.311 to 120.319 Reserved
120.320(34CFR303) Screening procedures
120.321(34CFR303) Evaluation of the child and assessment of the child and family
120.322(34CFR303) Determination that a child is not eligible
120.323 to 120.339 Reserved
120.340(34CFR303) Individualized family service plan—general
120.341 Reserved
120.342(34CFR303) Procedures for IFSP development, review, and evaluation
120.343(34CFR303) IFSP team meeting and periodic review
120.344(34CFR303) Content of an IFSP
120.345(34CFR303) Interim IFSPs—provision of services before evaluations and assessments

are completed
120.346(34CFR303) Responsibility and accountability
120.347(256B,34CFR303) Family support mentoring program
120.348 to 120.399 Reserved

DIVISION VI
PROCEDURAL SAFEGUARDS

120.400(34CFR303) General responsibility of lead agency for procedural safeguards
120.401(34CFR303) Confidentiality and opportunity to examine records
120.402(34CFR303) Confidentiality
120.403(34CFR303) Definitions
120.404(34CFR303) Notice to parents
120.405(34CFR303) Access rights
120.406(34CFR303) Record of access
120.407(34CFR303) Records on more than one child
120.408(34CFR303) List of types and locations of information
120.409(34CFR303) Fees for records
120.410(34CFR303) Amendment of records at a parent’s request
120.411(34CFR303) Opportunity for a hearing
120.412(34CFR303) Result of hearing
120.413(34CFR303) Hearing procedures
120.414(34CFR303) Consent prior to disclosure or use
120.415(34CFR303) Safeguards
120.416(34CFR303) Destruction of information
120.417(34CFR303) Enforcement
120.418 and 120.419 Reserved
120.420(34CFR303) Parental consent and ability to decline services
120.421(34CFR303) Prior written notice and procedural safeguards notice
120.422(34CFR303) Surrogate parents
120.423 to 120.429 Reserved
120.430(34CFR303) State dispute resolution options
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120.431(34CFR303) Mediation
120.432(34CFR303) Adoption of state complaint procedures
120.433(34CFR303) Minimum state complaint procedures
120.434(34CFR303) Filing a complaint
120.435(34CFR303) Appointment of an administrative law judge
120.436(34CFR303) Parental rights in due process hearing proceedings
120.437(34CFR303) Convenience of hearings and timelines
120.438(34CFR303) Civil action
120.439(34CFR303) Limitation of actions
120.440(34CFR303) Rule of construction
120.441(34CFR303) Attorney fees
120.442 to 120.448 Reserved
120.449(34CFR303) State enforcement mechanisms
120.450 to 120.499 Reserved

DIVISION VII
USE OF FUNDS; PAYOR OF LAST RESORT

120.500(34CFR303) Use of funds, payor of last resort, and system of payments
120.501(34CFR303) Permissive use of funds by the department
120.502 to 120.509 Reserved
120.510(34CFR303) Payor of last resort
120.511(34CFR303) Methods to ensure the provision of, and financial responsibility for, Early

ACCESS services
120.512 to 120.519 Reserved
120.520(34CFR303) Policies related to use of public benefits or insurance or private insurance

to pay for Early ACCESS services
120.521(34CFR303) System of payments and fees
120.522 to 120.599 Reserved

DIVISION VIII
STATE INTERAGENCY COORDINATING COUNCIL

120.600(34CFR303) Establishment of council
120.601(34CFR303) Composition
120.602(34CFR303) Meetings
120.603(34CFR303) Use of funds by the council
120.604(34CFR303) Functions of the council; required duties
120.605(34CFR303) Authorized activities by the council
120.606 to 120.699 Reserved

DIVISION IX
FEDERAL AND STATE MONITORING AND ENFORCEMENT;

REPORTING; AND ALLOCATION OF FUNDS
120.700(34CFR303) State monitoring and enforcement
120.701(34CFR303) State performance plans and data collection
120.702(34CFR303) State use of targets and reporting
120.703(34CFR303) Department review and determination regarding EIS program performance
120.704(34CFR303) Enforcement
120.705(34CFR303) Withholding funds
120.706(34CFR303) Public attention
120.707 Reserved
120.708(34CFR303) State enforcement
120.709(34CFR303) State consideration of other state or federal laws
120.710 to 120.719 Reserved
120.720(34CFR303) Data requirements—general
120.721(34CFR303) Annual report of children served—report requirement
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120.722(34CFR303) Data reporting
120.723(34CFR303) Annual report of children served—certification
120.724(34CFR303) Annual report of children served—other responsibilities of the department
120.725 to 120.800 Reserved

DIVISION X
OTHER PROVISIONS

120.801(34CFR303) Early ACCESS system—state level
120.802(34CFR303) Interagency service planning
120.803(34CFR303) System-level disputes
120.804(34CFR303) Early ACCESS system—regional and community levels
120.805(34CFR303) Provision of year-round services
120.806(34CFR303) Evaluation and improvement
120.807(34CFR303) Research
120.808(34CFR303) Records and reports
120.809(34CFR303) Information for department
120.810(34CFR303) Public information
120.811(34CFR303) Dispute resolution: practice before mediators and administrative law judges
120.812(34CFR303) References to federal law
120.813(34CFR303) Severability
120.814(34CFR303) Rule of construction
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TITLE I
GENERAL INFORMATION—
DEPARTMENT OPERATIONS

CHAPTER 1
ORGANIZATION AND OPERATION

[Prior to 9/7/88, see Public Instruction Department[670] Ch 49]

281—1.1(17A,256) State board of education. The state board of education, authorized by Iowa Code
chapter 256, is the governing and policy-forming body for the department of education.

1.1(1) Membership. The state board’s membership is governed by Iowa Code sections 256.3 and
256.4.

1.1(2) Meetings. The board’s meetings are governed by Iowa Code section 256.6. The majority of
the board’s meetings are held in the State Board Room, Grimes State Office Building, 400 East 14th
Street, Des Moines, Iowa 50319. By notice of the regularly published meeting agenda, the board may
hold meetings in other areas of the state. The board may hold special meetings as provided in Iowa Code
section 256.6.

1.1(3) Compensation. All voting members will receive compensation and reimbursement as
provided in Iowa Code section 256.5. A student member will receive compensation pursuant to Iowa
Code section 256.5A(6). If a student member’s parent or guardian provides supervision pursuant to
subrule 1.2(4), the parent or guardian will receive necessary expenses but not a per diem.

1.1(4) Other boards. The Iowa board of educational examiners and the Iowa college student aid
commission have rulemaking authority, the rules of which are codified under agency numbers 282 and
283, respectively.
[ARC 7418C, IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]

281—1.2(17A,256) Student member of the state board of education. The governor will appoint a
public high school student to serve as a nonvoting member of the state board of education pursuant to
Iowa Code section 256.5A.

1.2(1) Term. The nonvoting student member will serve a term from May 1 to April 30. The student
member may serve a second year as the nonvoting student member without having to reapply for the
position if the student has another year of high school eligibility remaining before graduation. A vacancy
in the membership of the nonvoting student member will not be filled until the expiration of the term.

1.2(2) Qualifications. At the time of making application, a qualified nonvoting student member is
to meet all of the following criteria:

a. The student is a full-time, regularly enrolled tenth or eleventh grade student in an Iowa school
district.

b. The student has been regularly enrolled as a full-time student in the district of present enrollment
for at least two consecutive semesters or the equivalent thereof.

c. The student has a minimum cumulative grade point average in high school of 3.0 on a 4.0 scale
(3.75 on a 5.0 scale).

d. The student demonstrates participation in extracurricular and community activities, as well as
an interest in serving on the state board.

e. The student has the consent of the student’s parent or guardian, as well as the approval of the
student’s district.

1.2(3) Application process. The application process for the nonvoting student member is as follows:
a. The department will, on behalf of the state board, prepare and disseminate application forms

to all school districts in Iowa. In addition to the application itself, the student will submit all of the
following:

(1) A consent form signed by the student’s parent or guardian.
(2) An approval of the application signed by the superintendent of the student’s district of

enrollment or the superintendent’s designee.
(3) A letter of recommendation from a high school teacher from whom the student received

instruction.

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/chapter/2023/256.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/2023/256.3.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/2023/256.4.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/2023/256.6.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/2023/256.6.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/2023/256.5.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/2023/256.5A.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/iac/rule/281.1.2.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7418C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/2023/256.5A.pdf
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(4) A letter of recommendation from a person in the community familiar with the student’s
community activities.

b. The number of applicants in a year from any one district is limited as follows:
(1) If district enrollment for grades 10 through 12 is less than 400 students, there may be no more

than one applicant from the district.
(2) If district enrollment for grades 10 through 12 is between 400 and 1,199 students, there may be

no more than two applicants from the district.
(3) If district enrollment for grades 10 through 12 is 1,200 students or more, there may be no more

than three applicants from the district.
c. All applications are to be submitted on or before February 1 of the year in which the term

is to begin. Applications may be hand-delivered or postmarked on or before February 1 to the Iowa
department of education.

d. All applications will be initially screened by a committee to be appointed by the director of the
department. The initial screening committee will select not more than 20 semifinalists. If fewer than a
total of 20 applications are received, the initial screening process may be omitted at the discretion of the
director of the department.

e. The applications of the semifinalists will be reviewed by a committee appointed by the president
of the state board. The committee will submit a list of two to five finalists to the governor, who will
appoint the student member from the list submitted.

1.2(4) Participation of student member in official board activities.
a. Upon appointment to the board, the student member is to, at a minimum, fulfill the following

qualifications to remain eligible to serve:
(1) Maintain enrollment as a full-time student in an Iowa public school district (if the student moves

or transfers from the district of application, the student will obtain the approval of the superintendent or
the superintendent’s designee in the student’s new district of enrollment).

(2) Maintain a minimum cumulative grade point average in high school of 3.0 on a 4.0 scale or
3.75 on a 5.0 scale.

(3) Attend regularly scheduled board meetings as required of voting board members. As a
nonvoting member, the student will not participate in any closed session of the board.

b. The student member’s absences from school to participate in official state board activities
will be excused absences. The student member’s participation in board activities outside the regularly
scheduled meetings of the state board will be approved by the president of the board and the student’s
superintendent or the superintendent’s designee.

c. If the student member is a minor, the student’s parent or guardian will accompany the student
while the student is participating in official state board activities at a location other than the student’s
resident community, unless the parent or guardian submits to the state board a signed release indicating
that the parent or guardian has determined that such supervision is unnecessary.

d. The nonvoting student member is not considered for purposes of constituting the board’s
necessary quorum.
[ARC 7418C, IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]

281—1.3(17A,256) Director of the department of education. The director is appointed pursuant
to Iowa Code section 256.8 and performs such duties as assigned by the Iowa Code or the Iowa
Administrative Code, including Iowa Code section 256.9.
[ARC 7418C, IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]

281—1.4(17A,256) Department of education. The department of education is established by Iowa
Code section 256.1 to perform the functions and duties set forth in that section, in other Iowa Code
provisions, and in the Iowa Administrative Code. The department is organized into such divisions as
established by statute, including the innovation division established by 2023 Iowa Acts, Senate File 514,

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7418C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/2023/256.8.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/2023/256.9.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7418C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/2023/256.1.pdf
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or the director. The mailing address for the state board of education, the director, and all divisions of the
department is Grimes State Office Building, 400 East 14th Street, Des Moines, Iowa 50319-0146.
[ARC 7418C, IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]

These rules are intended to implement Iowa Code section 17A.3.
[Filed 2/28/77, Notice 12/15/76—published 3/23/77, effective 4/27/77]
[Filed 8/19/88, Notice 6/29/88—published 9/7/88, effective 10/12/88]
[Filed emergency 12/14/90—published 1/9/91, effective 12/14/90]
[Filed 2/15/91, Notice 1/9/91—published 3/6/91, effective 4/10/91]

[Filed 11/19/93, Notice 9/29/93—published 12/8/93, effective 1/12/94]
[Filed emergency 11/21/02—published 12/11/02, effective 11/21/02]
[Filed 1/17/03, Notice 12/11/02—published 2/5/03, effective 3/12/03]

[Filed ARC 1330C (Notice ARC 1244C, IAB 12/11/13), IAB 2/19/14, effective 3/26/14]
[Filed ARC 5645C (Notice ARC 5479C, IAB 2/24/21), IAB 6/2/21, effective 7/7/21]

[Filed ARC 7418C (Notice ARC 7082C, IAB 10/4/23), IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7418C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/2023/17A.3.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/1330C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/1244C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/5645C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/5479C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7418C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7082C.pdf
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CHAPTER 2
AGENCY PROCEDURE FOR RULEMAKING

AND PETITIONS FOR RULEMAKING

281—2.1(17A) Incorporation by reference. The Iowa department of education (department) and the
Iowa state board of education incorporate by this reference all such matters in Iowa Code chapter 17A
that deal with rulemaking or petitions for rulemaking.
[ARC 7425C, IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]

281—2.2(17A) Contact information.
2.2(1) General. Petitions for rulemaking and inquiries about department rules and the rulemaking

process may be directed to Legal Consultant, Iowa Department of Education, Grimes State Office
Building, 400 East 14th Street, Des Moines, Iowa 50319-0146.

2.2(2) Comments on proposed rules. Any public comment on a Notice of Intended Action or similar
document may be directed to Legal Consultant, Iowa Department of Education, Grimes State Office
Building, 400 East 14th Street, Des Moines, Iowa 50319-0146, or as directed in the Notice of Intended
Action or similar document.

2.2(3) Petitions for rulemaking. A petition for rulemaking that substantially conforms to the
following form will be considered by the department:

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Petition by (Name of Petitioner)
for the Adoption/Amendment/Repeal of
(Cite rule involved). } PETITION FOR

RULEMAKING

[ARC 7425C, IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]

281—2.3(17A) Electronic submissions. The department encourages electronic submissions of
documents under this chapter, including documents bearing electronic signatures. More information is
available in the administrative rules content on the department’s website (educateiowa.gov).
[ARC 7425C, IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]

These rules are intended to implement Iowa Code section 256.7(3) and chapter 17A.
[Filed 8/19/88, Notice 6/29/88—published 9/7/88, effective 10/12/88]
[Filed 3/11/94, Notice 12/8/93—published 3/30/94, effective 5/4/94]
[Filed 4/13/99, Notice 3/10/99—published 5/5/99, effective 6/9/99]
[Filed 4/20/05, Notice 2/16/05—published 5/11/05, effective 6/15/05]

[Filed ARC 5646C (Notice ARC 5466C, IAB 2/24/21), IAB 6/2/21, effective 7/7/21]
[Filed ARC 7425C (Notice ARC 7083C, IAB 10/4/23), IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/chapter/2023/17A.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7425C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7425C.pdf
http://educateiowa.gov
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7425C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/2023/256.7.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/chapter/2023/17A.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/5646C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/5466C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7425C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7083C.pdf
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CHAPTER 3
DECLARATORY ORDERS

[Prior to 9/7/88, see Public Instruction Department[670] Ch 53]

The Iowa department of education adopts, with the exceptions and amendments noted in rule
281—3.13(17A), the Uniform Rules on Agency Procedure relating to declaratory orders, which are
published at www.legis.iowa.gov/DOCS/Rules/Current/UniformRules.pdf on the general assembly’s
website.
[ARC 7432C, IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]

281—3.13(17A)Additional information concerning declaratory orders. For purposes of theUniform
Rules on Agency Procedure relating to declaratory orders, the following amendments and exceptions
apply:

1. In lieu of “(designate agency)” insert “Iowa department of education”.
2. In lieu of “(designate office)” insert “Grimes State Office Building, Second Floor, 400 East 14th

Street, Des Moines, Iowa 50319-0146”.
3. In lieu of “______days (15 or less)” insert “15 days”.
4. In lieu of “______ days” insert “15 days”.
5. In lieu of “(designate official by full title and address)” insert “General Counsel, Iowa

Department of Education, Grimes State Office Building, Second Floor, 400 East 14th Street, Des
Moines, Iowa 50319-0146”.

6. In lieu of “(specify office and address)” insert “General Counsel, Iowa Department of
Education, Grimes State Office Building, Second Floor, 400 East 14th Street, Des Moines, Iowa
50319-0146”.

7. Method of service, time of filing, proof of mailing, the date of issuance of an order, or a refusal
to issue an order are governed by 281—Chapter 6.
[ARC 7432C, IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]

These rules are intended to implement Iowa Code section 17A.9.
[Filed 7/1/75]

[Filed 8/19/88, Notice 6/29/88—published 9/7/88, effective 10/12/88]
[Filed 11/19/93, Notice 9/29/93—published 12/8/93, effective 1/12/94]
[Filed 4/13/99, Notice 3/10/99—published 5/5/99, effective 6/9/99]

[Filed ARC 7432C (Notice ARC 7084C, IAB 10/4/23), IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/iac/rule/281.3.13.pdf
http://www.legis.iowa.gov/DOCS/Rules/Current/UniformRules.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7432C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/iac/chapter/281.6.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7432C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/2023/17A.9.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7432C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7084C.pdf
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CHAPTER 4
WAIVERS FROM ADMINISTRATIVE RULES

281—4.1(17A) Definitions. For purposes of this chapter:
“Board” means the state board of education.
“Department” means the department of education.
“Director” means the director of the department of education.
“Person” means an individual, school corporation, government or governmental subdivision or

agency, nonpublic school, partnership or association, or any legal entity.
“Waiver” means the same as defined in Iowa Code section 17A.9A(5).

[ARC 7420C, IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]

281—4.2(17A) General. The director may grant a waiver of any administrative rule, if the waiver is
consistent with Iowa Code section 17A.9A.
[ARC 7420C, IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]

281—4.3(17A) Criteria for waiver. In response to a petition filed pursuant to this chapter, the director
may in the director’s sole discretion issue an order waiving in whole or in part the obligations of a rule if
the director finds, based on clear and convincing evidence, all of the factors listed in Iowa Code section
17A.9A(2) and that any waiver from the obligations of the rule in the specific case would not have a
negative impact on the student achievement of any person affected by the waiver.
[ARC 7420C, IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]

281—4.4(17A) Filing of petition. All petitions for waiver are submitted in writing to the Director,
Department of Education, Grimes State Office Building, 400 East 14th Street, Des Moines, Iowa
50319-0146. If the petition relates to a pending contested case, the petition is filed in the contested case
proceeding, using the caption of the contested case.
[ARC 7420C, IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]

281—4.5(17A) Content of petition. A petition for waiver includes the following information where
applicable and known to the requester:

1. The name, address, and telephone number of the person for whom a waiver is being requested,
and the case number of any related contested case.

2. A description and citation of the specific rule from which a waiver is requested.
3. The specific waiver requested, including the precise scope and duration.
4. The relevant facts that the petitioner believes would justify a waiver under the criteria described

in Iowa Code section 17A.9A(2). This statement includes a signed statement from the petitioner attesting
to the accuracy of the facts provided in the petition and a statement of reasons that the petitioner believes
will justify a waiver.

5. A history of any prior contacts between the board, the department and the petitioner relating to
the regulated activity, license, or grant affected by the proposed waiver, including a description of each
affected item held by the requester, any notices of violation, contested case hearings, or investigative
reports relating to the regulated activity, license, or grant within the last five years.

6. A detailed statement of the impact on student achievement for any person affected by the
granting of a waiver.

7. Any information known to the requester regarding the board’s or department’s treatment of
similar cases.

8. The name, address, and telephone number of any person or entity that would be adversely
affected by the granting of a petition.

9. The name, address, and telephone number of any person with knowledge of the relevant facts
relating to the proposed waiver.

10. Signed releases of information authorizing persons with knowledge regarding the request to
furnish the department with information relevant to the waiver.
[ARC 7420C, IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/2023/17A.9A.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7420C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/2023/17A.9A.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7420C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/2023/17A.9A.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7420C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7420C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/2023/17A.9A.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7420C.pdf
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281—4.6(17A) Additional information. Prior to issuing an order granting or denying a waiver,
the department may request additional information from the petitioner relative to the petition and
surrounding circumstances. If the petition was not filed in a contested case, the department may on
its own motion or at the petitioner’s request, schedule a telephonic or in-person meeting between the
petitioner and the department.
[ARC 7420C, IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]

281—4.7(17A) Notice. The department will acknowledge receiving the petition and ensure that, within
30 days of the receipt of the petition, notice of the pendency of the petition and a concise summary of
its contents have been provided to all persons to whom notice is necessary by any provision of law.
In addition, the department may give notice to other persons. To accomplish this notice provision, the
department may obligate the petitioner to serve the notice on all persons to whom notice is necessary
by any provision of law and provide a written statement to the department attesting that notice has been
provided.
[ARC 7420C, IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]

281—4.8(17A) Hearing procedures. The provisions of Iowa Code sections 17A.10 to 17A.18A
regarding contested case hearings apply in three situations: (1) to any petition for a waiver filed within
a contested case, (2) when provided by rule or order, or (3) when required to do so by statute.
[ARC 7420C, IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]

281—4.9(17A) Ruling. An order granting or denying a waiver will be in writing and will contain a
reference to the particular person and rule or portion thereof to which the order pertains, a statement of
the relevant facts and the reasons upon which the action is based, and a description of the precise scope
and operative period of any waiver issued.

4.9(1) General. The final decision on whether the circumstances justify the granting of a waiver is
in the sole discretion of the director, based on the unique, individual circumstances set out in the petition.

4.9(2) Compliance with Iowa Code standards. The department applies the standards and burdens in
Iowa Code section 17A.9A(3).

4.9(3) Administrative deadlines. When the rule from which a waiver is sought establishes
administrative deadlines, the director will balance the special individual circumstances of the petitioner
with the overall goal of uniform treatment of all similarly situated persons.

4.9(4) Time for ruling. The director will grant or deny a petition for a waiver as soon as practicable
but, in any event, within 120 days of its receipt, unless the petitioner agrees to a later date. However, if
a petition is filed in a contested case, the director will grant or deny the petition no later than the time at
which the final decision in that contested case is issued. Failure of the director to grant or deny a petition
within the time period is deemed a denial of that petition by the director. However, the director remains
responsible for issuing an order denying a waiver.

4.9(5) Service of order. Within seven days of its issuance, any order issued under this chapter is
transmitted to the petitioner or the person to whom the order pertains, and to any other person entitled
to such notice by any provision of law.
[ARC 7420C, IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]

281—4.10(17A) Public availability. The department will comply with the public availability and filing
procedures of Iowa Code section 17A.9A(4).
[ARC 7420C, IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]

281—4.11(17A) After issuance of a waiver.
4.11(1) Cancellation. A waiver issued pursuant to this chapter may be withdrawn, canceled

or modified if, after appropriate notice and hearing, the director issues an order finding any of the
following:

a. The petitioner or the person who was the subject of the waiver order withheld or misrepresented
material facts relevant to the propriety or desirability of the waiver; or

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7420C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7420C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/2023/17A.10.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/2023/17A.18A.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7420C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/2023/17A.9A.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7420C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/2023/17A.9A.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7420C.pdf
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b. The alternative means for ensuring that the public health, safety and welfare will be adequately
protected after issuance of the waiver order have been demonstrated to be insufficient; or

c. The subject of the waiver order has failed to comply with all conditions contained in the order.
4.11(2) Violations. A violation of conditions in the waiver approval is the equivalent of violation of

the particular rule for which the waiver is granted. As a result, the recipient of a waiver under this chapter
who violates a condition of the waiver may be subject to the same remedies or penalties as a person who
violates the rule at issue.

4.11(3) Defense. After the director issues an order granting a waiver, the order is a defense within its
terms and the specific facts indicated therein for the person to whom the order pertains in any proceeding
in which the rule in question is sought to be invoked.

4.11(4) Judicial review. Judicial review of the director’s decision to grant or deny a waiver petition
may be taken in accordance with Iowa Code chapter 17A.
[ARC 7420C, IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]

281—4.12(17A) Exception. This chapter does not apply to 281—Chapters 36 and 37 or to specific
waiver provisions adopted in other chapters.
[ARC 7420C, IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]

These rules are intended to implement Iowa Code section 17A.9A.
[Filed 3/20/01, Notice 12/13/00—published 4/18/01, effective 5/23/01]

[Filed ARC 5647C (Notice ARC 5465C, IAB 2/24/21), IAB 6/2/21, effective 7/7/21]
[Filed ARC 7420C (Notice ARC 7085C, IAB 10/4/23), IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/chapter/2023/17A.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7420C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/iac/chapter/281.36.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/iac/chapter/281.37.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7420C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/2023/17A.9A.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/5647C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/5465C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7420C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7085C.pdf
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CHAPTER 6
APPEAL PROCEDURES

[Prior to 9/7/88, see Public Instruction Department[670] Ch 51]

281—6.1(290) Scope of chapter. This chapter applies to all hearing requests seeking appellate review
by the state board of education, the director of education, or the department of education.
[ARC 7427C, IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]

281—6.2(256,290,17A) Definitions. The definitions contained in rule X.2 of the Uniform Rules on
Agency Procedure for contested cases, effective on July 1, 1999, which are published on the general
assembly’s website at www.legis.iowa.gov/DOCS/Rules/Current/UniformRules.pdf, are incorporated
by reference. The following additional definitions apply to this chapter:

“Appellant” refers to a party bringing an appeal to the state board of education, the director of
education, or the department of education.

“Appellee” refers to the party in a matter against whom an appeal is taken or the party whose interest
is adverse to the reversal of a prior decision now on appeal to the state board of education, the director
of education, or the department of education.

“Board” means the state board of education.
“Department” means the department of education.
“Designated office” means the Iowa Department of Education, Grimes State Office Building, 400

East 14th Street, Des Moines, Iowa 50319, or as ordered by the presiding officer.
“Director” refers to the director of education.
“Presiding officer” means the director of the department of education or the designated

administrative law judge.
[ARC 7427C, IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]

281—6.3(290,17A) Incorporation by reference. The following rules from the Uniform Rules on
Agency Procedure for contested cases, effective on July 1, 1999, are incorporated by reference:

1. X.7(17A) Waiver of procedures.
2. X.9(17A) Disqualification.
3. X.10(17A) Consolidation—severance.
4. X.12(17A) Service and filing of pleadings and other papers.
5. X.13(17A) Discovery.
6. X.14(17A) Subpoenas, with the following addition: Witnesses and serving officers may be

allowed the same compensation as is paid for like attendance or service in district court. The witness’s
fees and mileage are considered costs of any appeal filed under Iowa Code chapter 290, and costs are
assigned to the nonprevailing party. The witness’s fees and expenses for hearings brought under other
statutes and rules are the responsibility of the party requesting or subpoenaing the witness.

7. X.15(17A) Motions.
8. X.16(17A) Prehearing conference.
9. X.17(17A) Continuances.
10. X.19(17A) Intervention.
11. X.20(17A) Hearing procedures.
12. X.21(17A) Evidence.
13. X.22(17A) Default, with the following correction: The reference to Iowa Rule of Civil

Procedure 236 is corrected to Rule 1.977.
14. X.23(17A) Ex parte communication.
15. X.24(17A) Recording costs.
16. X.28(17A) Applications for rehearing.
17. X.29(17A) Stays of agency actions.
18. X.30(17A) No factual dispute contested cases.
19. X.31(17A) Emergency adjudicative proceedings.

[ARC 7427C, IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7427C.pdf
http://www.legis.iowa.gov/DOCS/Rules/Current/UniformRules.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7427C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/chapter/290.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7427C.pdf
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281—6.4(290,17A) Manner of appeal.
6.4(1) An appeal under this chapter is started by filing an affidavit, unless an affidavit is not obligated

by the statute establishing the right of appeal. The affidavit is to set forth the facts, any error complained
of, or the reasons for the appeal in a plain and concise manner and be signed by the appellant. The
affidavit is to be delivered to the office of the director by United States Postal Service, facsimile (fax),
electronic mail, or personal service. The affidavit is considered filed with the agency on the date of
the United States Postal Service postmark, the date of arrival of the facsimile, the date of arrival of the
electronic mail message, or the date personal service is made. Time will be computed as provided in
Iowa Code section 4.1(34).

6.4(2) The director or designee, within five days after the filing of such affidavit, will notify the
proper officer in writing of the taking of an appeal. The officer, within ten days, will file with the board
a complete certified transcript of the record and proceedings related to the decision appealed. A certified
copy of the minutes of the meeting of the governmental body making the decision appealed will satisfy
this rule.

6.4(3) The director or designee will send written notice by certified mail, return receipt requested, at
least ten days prior to the hearing, unless the ten-day period is waived by all parties, to all persons known
to be interested. Such notice includes the time, place, and nature of the hearing; a statement of the legal
authority and jurisdiction under which the hearing is to be held; a reference to the particular sections of
the statutes and rules involved; and a short and plain statement of the matters asserted. A copy of the
appeal hearing rules will be included with the notice.

The notice of hearing will contain the following information: identification of all parties including
the name, address and telephone number of the person who will act as advocate for the agency or the state
and of parties’ counsel where known; reference to the procedural rules governing conduct of the contested
case proceeding; reference to the procedural rules governing informal settlement; and identification of
the presiding officer, if known (if not known, a description of who will serve as presiding officer (e.g.,
director of the department or administrative law judge from the department of inspections, appeals, and
licensing)).

6.4(4) An amendment to the affidavit of appeal may be made by the appellant up to ten working days
prior to the hearing. With the agreement of all parties, an amendment may be made until the hearing is
closed to the receipt of evidence.
[ARC 7427C, IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]

281—6.5(17A) Record. The record of a contested case or appeal is described in Iowa Code section
17A.12(6).
[ARC 7427C, IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]

281—6.6(290,17A) Decision and appeal.
6.6(1) The presiding officer, after due consideration of the record and the arguments presented, will

make a decision on the appeal. The proposed decision will bemailed to the parties or their representatives
by regular mail. The parties may elect to receive the proposed decision by other means, such as electronic
mail or electronic filing.

6.6(2) The decision may only be based on the laws of the United States, the state of Iowa and the
regulations and policies of the department of education and in the best interest of education.

6.6(3) A proposed decision of the presiding officer, if there is no appeal under subrule 6.6(4), is
placed on the consent agenda of the next regular boardmeeting for summary adoption, unless the decision
is within the province of the director to make.

6.6(4) Any adversely affected party may appeal a proposed decision to the state board within 20
days after issuance of the proposed decision by filing a notice of appeal with the office of the director.
The notice of appeal will be signed by the appealing party or a representative of that party, contain a
certificate of service (or other evidence of service), and specify:

a. The names and addresses of the parties initiating the appeal;
b. The proposed decision to be appealed;

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/4.1.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7427C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/17A.12.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7427C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/iac/rule/281.6.6.pdf
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c. The specific findings or conclusions to which exception is taken and any other exceptions to
the decision;

d. The relief sought; and
e. The grounds for relief.
6.6(5) Unless otherwise ordered, within 15 days of a party’s filing of the notice of appeal, each

appealing party may file exceptions and briefs. Within ten days after the filing of exceptions and briefs by
the appealing party, any party may file a responsive brief. Briefs shall cite any applicable legal authority,
specify relevant portions of the record in the proceeding below, and be limited to a maximum length of 25
pages. An opportunity for oral arguments may be given with the consent of the board. To be granted oral
argument, a party must file a request to present oral arguments with the party’s briefs. With or without
oral argument, the appeal of the proposed decision will be placed on the next regular board agenda.

6.6(6) The board may affirm, modify, or vacate the decision or may direct a rehearing before the
director or the director’s designee.

6.6(7) Copies of the final decision will be sent to the parties or their representatives by regular mail
within five days after state board action, if mandated, on the proposed decision.

6.6(8) No individual who participates in the making of any decision may have advocated in
connection with the hearing, the specific controversy underlying the case, or other pending factually
related matters. Nor may any individual who participates in the making of any proposed decision be
subject to the authority, direction, or discretion of any person who has advocated in connection with
the hearing, the specific controversy underlying the hearing, or a pending related matter involving the
same parties.
[ARC 7427C, IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]

281—6.7(256,17A) Specific programs.
6.7(1) General rule. If a specific federal program’s statutes or regulations impose criteria for appeals

to the state board of education, the director of education, or the department of education, those specific
criteria govern and are incorporated by reference.

6.7(2) Specific programs. The following is a nonexhaustive list to which this rule applies:
a. Appeals under the Child and Adult Care Food Program (CACFP) are governed by the criteria

contained in 7 CFR Section 226.6 as of May 1, 2023.
b. Due process complaints under Part B of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, 20

U.S.C. 1411 et seq., and Iowa Code chapter 256B are governed by 281—Chapter 41.
c. Due process complaints under Part C of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, 20

U.S.C. 1431 et seq., are governed by 281—Chapter 120.
[ARC 7427C, IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]

These rules are intended to implement Iowa Code sections 256.7(6) and 256.9(17) and chapters 17A
and 290.

[Filed 7/1/75]
[Filed 8/19/88, Notice 6/29/88—published 9/7/88, effective 10/12/88]
[Filed emergency 6/18/91—published 7/10/91, effective 6/18/91]
[Filed 3/11/94, Notice 2/2/94—published 3/30/94, effective 5/4/94]

[Filed 11/2/94, Notice 8/31/94—published 11/23/94, effective 12/28/94]
[Filed 11/19/98, Notice 10/7/98—published 12/16/98, effective 1/20/99]
[Filed 4/13/99, Notice 3/10/99—published 5/5/99, effective 6/9/99]
[Filed emergency 3/17/00—published 4/5/00, effective 3/17/00]

[Filed 5/12/00, Notice 4/5/00—published 5/31/00, effective 7/5/00]
[Filed 8/2/02, Notice 6/26/02—published 8/21/02, effective 9/25/02]

[Filed ARC 1597C (Notice ARC 1498C, IAB 6/11/14), IAB 9/3/14, effective 10/8/14]
[Filed Emergency ARC 6483C, IAB 8/24/22, effective 8/5/22]

[Filed ARC 6726C (Notice ARC 6482C, IAB 8/24/22), IAB 12/14/22, effective 1/18/23]
[Filed ARC 7427C (Notice ARC 7088C, IAB 10/4/23), IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7427C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/chapter/256B.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/iac/chapter/281.41.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/iac/chapter/281.120.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7427C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/256.7.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/256.9.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/chapter/2023/17A.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/chapter/2023/290.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/1597C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/1498C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/6483C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/6726C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/6482C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7427C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7088C.pdf
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CHAPTER 7
CRITERIA FOR GRANTS

281—7.1(256,17A) General. To ensure equal access and objective evaluation of applicants for
competitive program grant funds made available by the Iowa department of education (department),
grant application materials are to contain, at minimum, specific content. The department develops
competitive program grant application packets in accordance with these rules unless in conflict
with appropriation language, the Iowa Code, the Iowa Administrative Code, federal regulations, or
interagency agreements between the department and other state agencies.
[ARC 7431C, IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]

281—7.2(256,17A) Definitions. For the purpose of these rules, the following definitions apply:
“Competitive program grant” means the collective activities of a competitive grant funded through

the department.
“Program period” means the period of time that the department intends to support the program

without requiring the recompetition for funds. The program period is specified within the grant
application.

“Service delivery area” means the defined geographic area for delivery of program services.
[ARC 7431C, IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]

281—7.3(256,17A) Grant application contents. All competitive program grant application materials
made available by the department are to include the following:

1. Funding source.
2. Program period.
3. Description of eligible applicants.
4. Services to be delivered.
5. Service delivery area.
6. Target population to be served (if applicable).
7. Funding purpose.
8. Funding restrictions.
9. Funding formula (if any).
10. Matching requirement (if any).
11. Reporting requirements.
12. Performance criteria.
13. Need for letters of support or other materials (if applicable).
14. Application due date.
15. Anticipated date of awarding grant.
16. Required components of submitted grant applications.
17. An explanation of the review process and the review criteria to be used by application

evaluators, including the number of points allocated per evaluated component.
18. Appeal process in the event an application is denied.

[ARC 7431C, IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]

281—7.4(256,17A) Review process. The review process to be followed in determining the amount of
funds to be approved for any competitive program grant will be described in the application, including
the review criteria and point allocation for each criterion.

7.4(1) The competitive program grant review committee will be determined by the appropriate
division administrator. The review committee members will allocate points per review criterion when
conducting the review.

7.4(2) In the event competitive program grant applications receive an equal number of points that
necessitates a further determination of whether an applicant is to receive a grant, a second review will
be conducted by the division administrator or the division administrator’s designee.
[ARC 7431C, IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7431C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7431C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7431C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7431C.pdf


Ch 7, p.2 Education[281] IAC 12/27/23

281—7.5(290,17A) Appeal of grant denial or termination. Any applicant may appeal the denial of a
properly submitted competitive program grant application or the unilateral termination of a competitive
program grant to the director of the department.

7.5(1) Appeals are to be:
a. In writing,
b. Received within ten working days of the date of the notice of decision, and
c. Based on a contention that the process was conducted outside of statutory authority; violated

state or federal law, policy, or rule; did not provide adequate public notice; was altered without adequate
public notice; or involved conflict of interest by staff or committee members.

7.5(2) The hearing and appeal procedures found in 281—Chapter 6 that govern the director’s
decisions apply to any appeal of denial or termination.

7.5(3) In the notice of appeal, the grantee will give a short and plain statement of the reasons for the
appeal.

7.5(4) The director will issue a decision within a reasonable time, not to exceed 60 days from the
date of the hearing.
[ARC 7431C, IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]

These rules are intended to implement Iowa Code section 256.9(7).
[Filed emergency 11/25/96—published 12/18/96, effective 11/25/96]
[Filed 2/13/97, Notice 12/18/96—published 3/12/97, effective 4/16/97]

[Filed ARC 7431C (Notice ARC 7089C, IAB 10/4/23), IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/iac/chapter/281.6.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7431C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/2023/256.9.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7431C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7089C.pdf
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CHAPTER 16
STATEWIDE VOLUNTARY PRESCHOOL PROGRAM

281—16.1(256C) Definitions.
“Applicant” means a school district applying to become an approved local program. Only public

school districts in Iowa may apply for state funds under this chapter.
“Approved local program” means the same as defined in Iowa Code section 256C.1.
“Assessment” means a systematic ongoing procedure for obtaining information from observations,

interviews, portfolios, and tests that can be used to make judgments about the strengths and needs of
individual children and plan appropriate instruction.

“Comprehensive services” means the provision of quality, developmentally appropriate early
learning experiences consistent with age-relevant abilities or milestones; extended day child care
services; developmental screenings, including health, hearing, and vision screenings; transportation;
and family education and support services.

“Curriculum”means a research-based or evidence-based written framework that is comprehensive,
addresses the needs of the whole child, and provides a guide for decision making about content,
instructional methods, and assessment.

“Department” means the same as defined in Iowa Code section 256C.1.
“Developmentally appropriate” means practices that are based upon knowledge of how children

develop and learn and that are responsive to the individual child’s learning strengths, interests, and needs.
“Director” means the same as defined in Iowa Code section 256C.1.
“Eligible child” means the same as defined in Iowa Code section 256C.3(1).
“Family education and support” means any developmentally appropriate activity or information,

provided either formally or informally to parents, that supports the success of children and their families
to reach desired results.

“Paraeducator” means a certified educational assistant as defined in Iowa Code section 272.1(7)
and licensed under 282—Chapter 24.

“Prekindergarten program” means an education program offered by a school district or by an
accredited nonpublic school as defined in 281—Chapter 12.

“Preschool budget enrollment” means the same as defined in Iowa Code section 256C.5.
“Preschool foundation aid” means the same as defined in Iowa Code section 256C.5.
“Preschool program” means the statewide voluntary preschool program for four-year-old children

created in Iowa Code chapter 256C.
“Program standards” means the expectations for the characteristics or quality of early childhood

settings, centers, and schools approved by the department, on or before January 31, 2024. Approved
program standards includeNational Association for the Education of YoungChildren (NAEYC) Program
Standards and Accreditation Criteria, Head Start Program Performance Standards, the Iowa Quality
Preschool Program Standards (QPPS) and Criteria, or other approved program standards as determined
by the department.

“School district” means the same as defined in Iowa Code section 257.2.
“Staff member” means an individual who implements preschool activities under the direct

supervision of a teacher. Staff members include paraeducators, teacher aides and teacher associates.
All staff members are to meet the program standards defined herein.

“Teacher” means an individual who holds a valid practitioner’s license issued by the board of
educational examiners under Iowa Code chapter 272 and holds an endorsement from the board of
educational examiners that includes prekindergarten or kindergarten. There is no obligation that the
teacher be an employee of the applicant district; the teacher may be employed by a private provider or
other public agency with which the district has entered into an agreement or contract under Iowa Code
chapter 28E.
[ARC 7421C, IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/2023/256C.1.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/2023/256C.1.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/2023/256C.1.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/2023/256C.3.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/2023/272.1.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/iac/chapter/282.24.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/iac/chapter/281.12.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/2023/256C.5.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/2023/256C.5.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/chapter/2023/256C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/2023/257.2.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/chapter/2023/272.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/chapter/2023/28E.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7421C.pdf
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281—16.2(256C) Preschool program standards. Approved program standards include Head Start
Program Performance Standards, Iowa Quality Preschool Program Standards and Criteria, or the
NAEYC Program Standards and Accreditation Criteria. All approved local preschool programs adopt
preschool program standards and meet the following criteria:

16.2(1) Personnel. A minimum of one teacher is present with eligible children during the voluntary
preschool program instructional time.

16.2(2) Ratio of staff to children. At least one teacher is present in a classroom during the
instructional time described in subrule 16.2(4). A minimum of one staff member and one teacher are
present when 11 to 20 children are present. Staff members and teachers have reasonable line-of-sight
supervision of all children.

16.2(3) Maximum class size. There are no more than 20 children per classroom.
16.2(4) Instructional time. Eligible children receive instructional time as established by Iowa Code

section 256C.3(3)“f” that meets the needs of the child and is directly related to the program’s curriculum,
such time to be exclusive of recess.

16.2(5) Child learning standards. The preschool program demonstrates how the curriculum,
assessment, staff development, and instructional strategies are aligned to the Iowa Early Learning
Standards, adopted on or before January 31, 2024. The teacher provides instruction on the skills and
knowledge included in the Iowa Early Learning Standards.

16.2(6) Curriculum. The preschool program adopts a research-based or evidence-based curriculum.
16.2(7) Assessment. The preschool program adopts a research-based or evidence-based assessment

to provide information on children’s learning and development.
16.2(8) Staff development. The school district complies with Iowa Code section 256C.3(4)“d.” The

district makes available to any teacher of a statewide voluntary preschool program who is not employed
by the district staff development that the district offers to the district’s personnel to maintain the skills
appropriate to the teacher’s role. The school district ensures that staff members for the program are
provided appropriate staff development in early childhood education.

16.2(9) Space. The preschool program provides adequate and appropriate space and facilities in
accordance with program standards.

16.2(10) Materials. The preschool program provides instructional materials and supplies consistent
with the program standards and Iowa Early Learning Standards.

16.2(11) Meals. The preschool program provides adequate and appropriate meals or snacks in
accordance with program standards.

16.2(12) Parent involvement. The preschool program involves families through at least one home
visit by the licensed teacher of the child, one family night, and at least two family-teacher conferences
per year. Family involvement may include volunteering in the classroom, orientation to the preschool
program, parent education, general communications, or other activities.

16.2(13) Integration of other preschool programs. The preschool program complies with Iowa Code
section 256C.3(3)“d.”

16.2(14) Comprehensive services. The preschool program may collaborate with other agencies for
the provision of the following:

a. Quality, developmentally appropriate early learning experiences;
b. Extended day child care;
c. Transportation;
d. Developmental screening, including health, hearing, and vision screening;
e. Referral to other agencies providing health insurance, health care, immunizations, nutrition

services, and mental health and oral health services; and
f. Family education and support.

[ARC 7421C, IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]

281—16.3(256C) Collaboration.
16.3(1) Teachers. The teacher complies with Iowa Code section 256C.3(2)“b.”

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/iac/rule/281.16.2.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/2023/256C.3.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/2023/256C.3.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/2023/256C.3.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7421C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/2023/256C.3.pdf
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16.3(2) Programs. The program complies with Iowa Code section 256C.3(3)“e.” In doing so, the
program makes available resources, including those described in subrule 16.2(14), necessary to meet
the needs of the child. Preschool programs collaborate to ensure that children receiving care from
other approved child care arrangements can participate in the voluntary preschool program with minimal
disruptions to the child.

16.3(3) Districts. The school district complies with Iowa Code section 256C.3(4)“a” and “b.”
[ARC 7421C, IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]

281—16.4(256C) Applications for funding. All applications are submitted in a manner directed
by the department; address the standards found in rules 281—16.2(256C), 281—16.3(256C), and
281—16.9(256C); and contain a plan describing how they will fully meet the program standards within
one year of the funding award. Points are awarded based on the applicant’s provision of the following
information:

1. Preschool program summary;
2. Research documentation;
3. Identification and documentation of local population;
4. Needs assessment of local programs providing services;
5. Evidence of collaboration with local agencies to provide comprehensive services; and
6. Letters of community support.

[ARC 7421C, IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]

281—16.5(256C) Application process.
16.5(1) Request for applications.
a. The department announces the commencement of the application period through public notice

on the department’s website and the department’s relevant regular electronic publications.
b. Applications for preschool program funding are available on the department’s website and

otherwise distributed by the department upon request.
c. All applications are to be submitted to the department in accordance with instructions

accompanying the applications.
16.5(2) Application process.
a. Applications that do not contain the specified information or that are not received by the

specified date will not be considered.
b. The department has the final discretion to award funds.
16.5(3) Notification of applicants. The department notifies all applicants within 45 days following

the due date for receipt of applications whether their requests are funded. The department is to provide
to each successful applicant a contract to be signed by an official with authority to bind the applicant and
to be returned to the department prior to the distribution of any funds under this program.
[ARC 7421C, IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]

281—16.6(256C) Removal of approval.
16.6(1) Removal by agreement. The contract may be terminated in whole or in part when both parties

agree that the continuation of the project would not produce beneficial results commensurate with the
future expenditure of funds. The parties shall agree upon the termination conditions, including the
effective date and, in the case of partial terminations, the portion to be terminated. The applicant does
not incur new obligations for the terminated portion after the effective date and will cancel as many
outstanding obligations as possible.

16.6(2) Department removal for cause.
a. The department may remove approval in whole or in part at any time before the date of

completion whenever it is determined by the department that the applicant has failed to comply
substantially with the conditions of the contract. The applicant will be notified in writing by the
department of the reasons for the removal of approval and the effective date. The applicant does not
incur new obligations for the portion for which approval is removed after the effective date of removal
and will cancel as many outstanding obligations as possible.

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/2023/256C.3.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/iac/rule/281.16.2.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/2023/256C.3.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7421C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/iac/rule/281.16.2.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/iac/rule/281.16.3.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/iac/rule/281.16.9.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7421C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7421C.pdf
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b. The department may remove approval in whole or in part by June 30 of the current fiscal year
in the event that the applicant has not attained the program standards.

16.6(3) Responsibility of applicant after removal of approval. Within 45 days of the removal of
approval, the applicant will supply the department with a financial statement detailing all costs incurred
up to the effective date of the removal. If the applicant expends moneys for other than specified budget
items approved by the department, the applicant will return moneys for unapproved expenditures.
[ARC 7421C, IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]

281—16.7(256C) Appeal of application denial, termination, or removal of approval. Any applicant
may appeal to the director of the department the denial of a properly submitted preschool program
funding application or the unilateral termination or removal of an approval. The jurisdictional criteria
and procedures found in 281—Chapter 7 apply to any appeal of denial.
[ARC 7421C, IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]

281—16.8(256C) Finance.
16.8(1) General. The department implements Iowa Code sections 256C.4 and 256C.5.
16.8(2) Aid payments. Preschool foundation aid is paid as part of the state aid payments made to

school districts in accordance with Iowa Code section 257.16, except that it is not necessary that an
eligible child be a resident of the district in which the child is enrolled voluntarily in the approved local
program.

16.8(3) Separate accounting. All state funding received under this program is accounted for by the
applicant district separately from other state aid payments.

16.8(4) Restriction on supplanting. State funding received under this program is used to supplement,
not supplant, other public funding received by the applicant district as the result of the participation of
any eligible children in other state or federal funded preschool programs. This restriction is applicable
only for costs related to instructional time as described in subrule 16.2(4).

16.8(5) Transportation. Children participating in preschool in an approved local program under
Iowa Code chapter 256C may be provided transportation services. However, transportation services
provided to such children are not eligible for reimbursement under this chapter.

16.8(6) Open enrollment not applicable. Iowa’s open enrollment statute (Iowa Code section 282.18)
is not applicable for the parent or guardian of an eligible child who desires to access an approved program
in a school district not of the child’s residence. Approved programs are open to all eligible Iowa children,
regardless of a child’s district of residence. Accordingly, it is neither necessary for a parent or guardian
to file an open enrollment application, nor will open enrollment applications for approved preschool
programs be allowed. Participation in an approved program in a school district not of the child’s residence
does not create an entitlement to continuous open enrollment under Iowa Code section 282.18.
[ARC 7421C, IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]

281—16.9(256C) Accountability. An approved local program meets the minimum program
specifications in this chapter. The department encourages approved local programs to exceed the
minimum standards as programs work toward ongoing improvement. The department monitors each
local program’s compliance with this rule.

16.9(1) Annual reports. Each approved local program provides, on forms provided by the
department, an annual report to the department regarding program specifications. Failure to submit an
annual report by the date specified therein results in suspension of financial payments to the applicant
until such time as the report is received by the department.

16.9(2) Performance measures. The approved local program collects data on all of the following:
a. The number of eligible children participating in the preschool program.
b. The number of eligible children participating in a program that meets the criteria of NAEYC,

Head Start, or QPPS Standards and Criteria.
c. The curriculum.
d. The assessment as defined in rule 281—16.1(256C).
e. The number of teachers.

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7421C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/iac/chapter/281.7.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7421C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/2023/256C.4.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/2023/256C.5.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/2023/257.16.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/iac/rule/281.16.2.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/chapter/2023/256C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/2023/282.18.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/2023/282.18.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7421C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/iac/rule/281.16.1.pdf
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f. The kindergarten literacy assessment as defined in Iowa Code section 279.60.
16.9(3) Noncompliance with program specifications. If the department determines that a

participating district does not meet one or more of the accountability specifications provided in rule
281—16.2(256C), the department informs the school district of appropriate actions to be taken by
the school district. The school district submits an action plan that is approved by the department and
contains reasonable timelines for coming into compliance. The department will facilitate technical
assistance when requested. If the department determines that the school district is not taking the
necessary actions in a timely manner, the director removes approval and terminates the school district’s
contract as provided in subrule 16.6(2). Until such time as the school district’s contract is terminated,
the school district may continue to participate in the statewide voluntary preschool program.

16.9(4) Monitoring. The department develops a monitoring system based on the annual reporting
and performance measures described in this rule to be implemented no later than one year after funding
is first provided under this chapter. The monitoring system ensures that programs meet the provisions
herein requiring a properly licensed teacher and adoption of program standards and is designed to follow
the academic progress of children who voluntarily participate in the statewide preschool program as
the children progress through elementary and secondary grade levels. If feasible, it is the intent of the
department to include postsecondary monitoring of such children.
[ARC 7421C, IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]

These rules are intended to implement Iowa Code chapter 256C.
[Filed emergency 5/30/07—published 6/20/07, effective 7/1/07]

[Filed 9/13/07, Notice 6/20/07—published 10/10/07, effective 11/14/07]
[Filed ARC 7787B (Notice ARC 7608B, IAB 3/11/09), IAB 5/20/09, effective 6/24/09]
[Filed ARC 7421C (Notice ARC 7090C, IAB 10/4/23), IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/2023/279.60.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/iac/rule/281.16.2.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/iac/rule/281.16.6.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7421C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/chapter/2023/256C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7787B.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7608B.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7421C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7090C.pdf
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CHAPTER 18
SCHOOL FEES

281—18.1(256) Overview. No Iowa student enrolled in a public school may be excluded from
participation in or denied the benefits of course offerings and related activities due to the student’s or
the student’s parent’s or guardian’s financial inability to pay a fee associated with the class, program, or
activity.
[ARC 7426C, IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]

281—18.2(256) Fee policy. The board of directors (board) of a public school district (district) shall
adopt a policy regarding the charging and collecting of fees for course offerings and related activities and
for transportation provided to resident students who are not entitled to transportation under Iowa Code
section 285.1, apply its policy to any fees charged, and develop procedures to implement its policy.
[ARC 7426C, IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]

281—18.3(256) Eligibility for waiver, partial waiver or temporary waiver of student fees. The
policy mandated by rule 281—18.2(256) is to include provisions for granting a waiver, partial waiver,
or temporary waiver of student fees upon application by the student.

18.3(1) Waivers. At minimum, the policy is to include the following provisions relating to eligibility
for the waivers:

a. Waiver. A student is granted a waiver of all fees covered by this chapter if the student or the
student’s family meets the financial eligibility criteria for free meals offered under the child nutrition
program, or for the family investment program (FIP), or for transportation assistance under open
enrollment provided under 281—Chapter 17, or if the student is in foster care under Iowa Code chapter
232.

b. Partial waiver. A student is granted either a waiver of all student fees or a partial waiver of
student fees if the student or the student’s family meets the financial eligibility criteria for reduced price
meals offered under the child nutrition program, based on a sliding scale related to an ability to pay.

c. Temporary waiver. At the discretion of the district, a student may be granted a temporary waiver
of a fee or fees in the event of a temporary financial difficulty in the student’s immediate family. A
temporary waiver may be applied for and granted at any time during a school year. The maximum length
of a temporary waiver is one year.

d. Fees waived not collectable. When an application for any fee waiver is granted, the fee or fees
waived under the application are not collectable.

e. Distribution of policy and applications. At the time of registration or enrollment, the district
distributes procedures on charging fees, a written notice of fees charged to each student, the waiver
and reduction policy and procedures including income guidelines, and the application for waiver. For
students or families whose primary language is other than English, the district provides a copy of the
materials in the student’s native language or arranges for translation of the materials within a reasonable
time.

f. Annual application. The request for a fee waiver is made on application forms provided by the
department of education. An application can be received at any time but may only be renewed at the
beginning of the school year.

18.3(2) Applications. The procedures are to include a description of the confidential application
process for the waiver and provide that a written decision be issued to the applicant within a reasonable
time. If the application is denied, the decision will include the reason for the denial.

18.3(3) Review and appeals. The procedures are to include a provision for a confidential review of
any denial by a person or persons designated by the board upon request and the manner in which an
appeal may be taken. If the decision on review is again to deny the application, the decision maker will
notify the applicant in writing that the applicant may appeal the denial to the director of the department
of education by filing a notarized statement within 30 days of the applicant’s receipt of the district’s final
decision.
[ARC 7426C, IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7426C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/2023/285.1.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7426C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/iac/rule/281.18.2.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/iac/chapter/281.17.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/chapter/2023/232.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7426C.pdf
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281—18.4(256) Fees covered. Fines assessed for damage or loss to school property are not fees and need
not be waived. Nothing in this chapter authorizes the charging of a fee for which there is no authority
in law.
[ARC 7426C, IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]

These rules are intended to implement Iowa Code section 256.7(20).
[Filed 4/15/96, Notice 1/3/96—published 5/8/96, effective 6/12/96]
[Filed 3/14/03, Notice 2/5/03—published 4/2/03, effective 5/7/03]

[Filed ARC 7426C (Notice ARC 7091C, IAB 10/4/23), IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7426C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/2023/256.7.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7426C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7091C.pdf
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CHAPTER 33
EDUCATING HOMELESS CHILDREN AND YOUTH

281—33.1(256) Definitions.
“District of origin” means the public school district in Iowa in which a child was last enrolled or

which a child last attended when permanently housed.
“Guardian” means a person of majority age with whom a homeless child or youth of school age

is living or a person of majority age who has accepted responsibility for the homeless child or youth,
whether or not the person has legal guardianship over the child or youth.

“Homeless child or youth” means a child or youth from the age of 3 years through 21 years who
meets the definition in Iowa Code section 282.1(2)“a”(2).

“Preschool child” means a child who is three, four, or five years of age before September 15.
“School of origin”means the school that a child or youth attended when permanently housed or the

school in which the child or youth was last enrolled, including a preschool. When the child or youth
completes the final grade level served by the school of origin, the term “school of origin” includes the
designated receiving school at the next grade level for all feeder schools.

“Unaccompanied homeless youth” means a homeless youth not in the physical custody of a parent
or guardian.
[ARC 7434C, IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]

281—33.2(256) Responsibilities of school districts. A public school district (district) shall do all of the
following:

33.2(1) The district will locate and identify homeless children or youth within the district, whether
or not they are enrolled in school.

33.2(2) The district will post, at community shelters and other locations in the district where services
or assistance is provided to the homeless, information regarding the educational rights of homeless
children and youth and encouraging homeless children and youth to enroll in the public school.

33.2(3) The district will examine and revise, if necessary, existing school policies or rules that create
barriers to the enrollment of homeless children or youth, consistent with these rules. Examination and
revision include identifying and removing barriers that prevent such children and youth from receiving
appropriate credit for full or partial coursework satisfactorily completed while attending a prior school,
in accordance with state, local, and school policies. Examination and revision also include ensuring that
homeless children and youth who meet the relevant eligibility criteria do not face barriers to accessing
academic and extracurricular activities, including magnet school, summer school, career and technical
education, advanced placement, online learning, and charter school programs, if such programs are
available at the state and local levels. School districts are encouraged to cooperate with agencies and
organizations for the homeless to explore comprehensive, equivalent alternative educational programs
and support services for homeless children and youth when necessary to implement the intent of these
rules.

33.2(4) The district will enact a policy prohibiting the segregation of a homeless child or youth from
other students enrolled in the public school district.

33.2(5) The district immediately will enroll a homeless child or youth, pending resolution of any
dispute regarding in which school the child or youth should be enrolled.

33.2(6) The district will determine school placement based on the best interests of a homeless child
or youth. The district, to the extent feasible, will keep a homeless child or youth in the school of origin,
except when doing so is contrary to the wishes of the child’s or youth’s parent or guardian. If the child
or youth becomes permanently housed during an academic year, enrollment continues in the school of
origin for the remainder of that academic year unless the parent or guardian agrees otherwise.

33.2(7) The district will designate as the district’s local educational agency liaison for homeless
children and youth an appropriate staff person who is able to and has been trained to carry out the
duties specified in 42 U.S.C. §11432(g)(6) and coordinates and collaborates with state coordinators

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/2023/282.1.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7434C.pdf
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and community and school personnel responsible for the provision of education and related services
to homeless children and youth.
[ARC 7434C, IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]

281—33.3(256) School records; student transfers.
33.3(1) The school records of each homeless child or youth will be maintained so that the records

are available in a timely fashion when a child or youth enters a new school district and in a manner
consistent with federal statutes and regulations related to student records.

33.3(2) Upon notification that a homeless student intends to transfer out of the district, a school
district will immediately provide copies of the student’s permanent and cumulative records, or other
evidence of placement or special needs, to the homeless child or youth or the parent or guardian of a
homeless child or youth who may take the copies with them.

33.3(3) Upon the enrollment of a homeless child or youth, a school district will accept copies of
records, or other evidence of placement provided by the homeless child, youth, or the parent or guardian
of the homeless child or youth, for purposes of immediate placement and delivery of education and
support services. Thereafter, the receiving school will request copies of the official records from the
sending school. The receiving school shall not dismiss or deny further education to the homeless child
or youth solely on the basis that the prior school records are unavailable.
[ARC 7434C, IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]

281—33.4(256) Immunization.
33.4(1) Consistent with the provisions of Iowa Code section 139A.8 and rules of the department of

health and human services, a public school shall not refuse to enroll or exclude a homeless child or youth
for lack of immunization records if any of the following situations exist. The parent or guardian of a
homeless child or youth or a homeless child or youth:

a. Offers a statement signed by a doctor licensed by the state board of medical examiners
specifying that in the doctor’s opinion the immunizations required would be injurious to the health and
well-being of the child or youth or to any member of the child’s or youth’s family or household.

b. Provides an affidavit stating that the immunization conflicts with the tenets and practices of a
recognized religious denomination of which the homeless child or youth is a member or adherent, unless
the state board of health has determined and the director of health has declared an emergency or epidemic
exists.

c. Offers a statement that the child or youth has begun the required immunizations and is
continuing to receive the necessary immunizations as rapidly as is medically feasible.

d. States that the child or youth is a transfer student from any other school, and that school confirms
the presence of the immunization record.

33.4(2) The school district will make every effort to locate or verify the official immunization records
of a homeless child or youth based upon information supplied by the child, youth, parent, or guardian.
In circumstances where it is admitted that the homeless child or youth has not received some or all
of the immunizations required by state law for enrollment and none of the exemptions listed above is
applicable, the district will refer the child, youth, and parent or guardian to the local board of health for
the purpose of immunization, and the school is to provisionally enroll the child or youth in accordance
with paragraph 33.4(1)“c” or “d” above.
[ARC 7434C, IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]

281—33.5(256) Waiver of fees and charges encouraged.
33.5(1) If a child or youth is determined to be homeless as defined by these rules, and is not otherwise

eligible for a waiver of fees under 281—Chapter 18, a school district is encouraged, subject to state law,
to waive any fees or charges that would present a barrier to the enrollment or transfer of the child or
youth, such as fees or charges for textbooks, supplies, or activities.

33.5(2) A homeless child or youth, or the parent or guardian of a homeless child or youth, who
believes a school district has denied the child or youth entry to or continuance of an education in the

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7434C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7434C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/2023/139A.8.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/iac/rule/281.33.4.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7434C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/iac/chapter/281.18.pdf
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district on the basis that mandatory fees cannot be paid may appeal to the department of education using
the dispute resolution mechanism in rule 281—33.8(256).
[ARC 7434C, IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]

281—33.6(256) Waiver of enrollment requirements encouraged; placement.
33.6(1) If a homeless child or youth seeks to enroll or to remain enrolled in a public school district,

the district is encouraged to waive any requirements, such as mandatory enrollment in a minimum
number of courses, which would constitute barriers to the education of the homeless child or youth.

33.6(2) In the event that a school district is unable to determine the appropriate grade or placement
for a homeless child or youth because of inadequate, nonexistent, or missing student records, the district
will administer tests or utilize otherwise reasonable means to determine the appropriate grade level for
the child or youth.
[ARC 7434C, IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]

281—33.7(256) Residency of homeless child or youth.
33.7(1) A child or youth, a preschool child if the school offers tuition-free preschool, or a preschool

child with a disability who meets the definition of homeless in these rules is entitled to receive a free,
appropriate public education and necessary support services in either of the following:

a. The district in which the homeless child or youth is actually residing, or
b. The district of origin.
The deciding factor as to which district has the duty to enroll the homeless child or youth is the best

interests of the child or youth. In determining the best interests of the child or youth, the district(s), to
the extent feasible, will keep a homeless child or youth in the district of origin, except when doing so is
contrary to the wishes of the parent or guardian of the child or youth. In the case of an unaccompanied
homeless youth, the local educational agency liaison assists in the placement or enrollment decision,
taking into consideration the views of the unaccompanied homeless youth. If the child or youth is placed
or enrolled in a school other than within the district of origin or other than a school requested by the parent
or guardian or unaccompanied homeless youth, the district will provide a written explanation, including
notice of the right to appeal under rule 281—33.8(256), to the parent or guardian or unaccompanied
homeless youth.

33.7(2) The choice regarding placement is made regardless of whether the child or youth is living
with a homeless parent or has been temporarily placed elsewhere by the parent(s); or, if the child or
youth is a runaway or otherwise without benefit of a parent or legal guardian, where the child or youth
has elected to reside.

33.7(3) Insofar as possible, a school district will not require a homeless student to change attendance
centers within a school district when a homeless student changes places of residence within the district.

33.7(4) If a homeless child or youth is otherwise eligible and has made proper application to utilize
the provisions of Iowa Code section 282.18 (open enrollment), the child or youth will not be denied the
opportunity for open enrollment on the basis of homelessness.
[ARC 7434C, IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]

281—33.8(256) Dispute resolution.
33.8(1) If a homeless child or youth is denied access to a free, appropriate public education in either

the district of origin or the district in which the child or youth is actually living, or if the child’s or youth’s
parent or guardian believes that the child’s or youth’s best interests have not been served by the decision
of a school district, an appeal may be made to the department of education as follows:

a. If the child is identified as a special education student under Iowa Code chapter 256B, the
manner of appeal is by letter from the homeless child or youth, or the homeless child’s or youth’s parent or
guardian, to the department of education as established in Iowa Code section 256B.6 and 281—Chapter
41 and governed by that chapter and the order of the presiding administrative law judge.

b. If the child is not eligible for special education services, the manner of appeal is by letter from
the homeless child or youth or the homeless child’s or youth’s parent or guardian to the director of the
department of education or a designated administrative law judge. The provisions of 281—Chapter 6

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/iac/rule/281.33.8.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7434C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7434C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/iac/rule/281.33.8.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/2023/282.18.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7434C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/chapter/2023/256B.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/2023/256B.6.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/iac/chapter/281.41.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/iac/chapter/281.41.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/iac/chapter/281.6.pdf
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apply insofar as possible; however, the hearing shall take place in the district where the homeless child
or youth is located or at a location convenient to the appealing party.

c. At any time a school district denies access to a homeless child or youth, the district will notify
in writing the child or youth and the child’s or youth’s parent or guardian, if any, of the right to appeal
and manner of appeal to the department of education for resolution of the dispute and shall document
the notice given. The notice will contain the name, address, and telephone number of the legal services
office in the area.

33.8(2) This chapter will be considered by the presiding officer or administrative law judge assigned
to hear the case.

33.8(3) Mediation and settlement of the dispute prior to hearing are permitted and encouraged.
33.8(4) While dispute resolution is pending, the child or youth is enrolled immediately in the school

of choice of the child’s parent or guardian or the school of choice of the unaccompanied homeless youth.
The school of choice is to be an attendance center either within the district of residence or the district of
origin of the child or youth.
[ARC 7434C, IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]

281—33.9(256) Transportation of homeless children and youth.
33.9(1) General. A child or youth, a preschool child if the school offers tuition-free preschool, or a

preschool child with a disability whomeets the definition of “homeless child or youth” in these rules shall
not be denied access to a free, appropriate public education solely on the basis of transportation. The
necessity for and feasibility of transportation are to be considered, however, in deciding which of two
districts would be in the best interests of the homeless child or youth. The dispute resolution procedures
in rule 281—33.8(256) apply to disputes arising over transportation issues.

33.9(2) Entitlement. Following the determination of the homeless child’s or youth’s appropriate
school district under rule 281—33.7(256) or 281—33.9(256), transportation will be provided to the
child or youth in the following manner:

a. If the appropriate district is determined to be the district in which the child or youth is actually
living, transportation for the homeless child or youth is to be provided on the same basis as for any
resident child of the district, as established by Iowa Code section 285.1 or local board policy.

b. If the appropriate district is determined to be a district other than the district in which the child
or youth is actually living, the district in which the child or youth is actually living (sending district) and
the district of origin will agree upon a method to apportion the responsibility and costs for providing the
child with transportation to and from the receiving district. If these districts are unable to agree upon
such method, the responsibility and costs for transportation will be shared equally.
[ARC 7434C, IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]

281—33.10(256) School services.
33.10(1) The school district designated for the homeless child’s or youth’s enrollment will make

available to the child or youth all services and assistance, including the following services, on the same
basis as those services and assistance are provided to resident pupils:

a. Compensatory education;
b. Special education;
c. English as a second language;
d. Career and technical education courses or programs;
e. Programs for gifted and talented pupils;
f. Health services;
g. Preschool (including Head Start);
h. Before- and after-school child care;
i. Food and nutrition programs;
j. School counseling services to advise homeless students and prepare and improve the readiness

of such students for college.

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7434C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/iac/rule/281.33.8.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/iac/rule/281.33.7.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/iac/rule/281.33.9.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/2023/285.1.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7434C.pdf
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33.10(2) A district must include homeless students in its academic assessment and accountability
system under the federal Every Student Succeeds Act, P.L. 114-95, and report disaggregated data
regarding the academic achievement and graduation rates for homeless children, as set forth in that Act.
[ARC 7434C, IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]

These rules are intended to implement the provisions of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance
Act (42 U.S.C. §11431, et seq.), as reauthorized December 10, 2015, by Title IX, Part A, of the Every
Student Succeeds Act.

[Filed 9/15/89, Notice 7/26/89—published 10/4/89, effective 11/8/89]
[Filed 6/17/04, Notice 5/12/04—published 7/7/04, effective 8/11/04]

[Filed ARC 3289C (Notice ARC 3089C, IAB 6/7/17), IAB 8/30/17, effective 10/4/17]
[Filed ARC 7434C (Notice ARC 7087C, IAB 10/4/23), IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7434C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/3289C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/3089C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7434C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7087C.pdf
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TITLE X
VETERANS’ TRAINING

CHAPTER 51
VETERANS’ EDUCATION AND TRAINING

[Prior to 9/7/88, see Public Instruction Department[670] Ch 24]
Prior to 9/7/88, see Public Instruction Department[671] Chs 24 and 25
Prior to [publication of the AF], see Education Department[281] Chs 51 and 52

281—51.1(256) Apprenticeships and on-the-job training programs for veterans. For approval of
apprenticeships and on-the-job training programs, the following provisions of the Code of Federal
Regulations, as of October 4, 2023, are incorporated by reference: 38 CFR Sections 21.4001 through
21.4009, 21.4150 through 21.4155, 21.4200 through 21.4206, 21.4209 through 21.4216, 21.4234,
21.4261, and 21.4262.
[ARC 7422C, IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]

281—51.2(256) Educational institutions. For approval of educational institutions, the following
provisions of the Code of Federal Regulations, as of October 4, 2023, are incorporated by reference: 38
CFR Sections 21.4001 through 21.4009, 21.4150 through 21.4155, 21.4200 through 21.4206, 21.4209
through 21.4216, 21.4232 through 21.4236, 21.4250 through 21.4259, and 21.4263 through 21.4268.
[ARC 7422C, IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]

These rules are intended to implement 38 CFR Part 21.
[Filed 7/1/52]

[Filed 8/19/88, Notice 6/29/88—published 9/7/88, effective 10/12/88]
[Filed 3/14/03, Notice 2/5/03—published 4/2/03, effective 5/7/03]

[Filed ARC 7422C (Notice ARC 7093C, IAB 10/4/23), IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7422C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7422C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7422C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7093C.pdf
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CHAPTER 52
APPROVAL OF EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS

FOR THE EDUCATION AND TRAINING OF ELIGIBLE VETERANS
UNDER THE MONTGOMERY G.I. BILL
[Prior to 9/7/88, see Public Instruction Department[670] Ch 25]

Rescinded ARC 7422C, IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24

CHAPTERS 53 and 54
Reserved

CHAPTER 55
EDUCATIONAL DATA PROCESSING

Rescinded, IAB 9/7/88

TITLE XI
VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION EDUCATION

CHAPTER 56
IOWA VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION SERVICES

[Prior to 9/7/88, see Public Instruction Department[670] Ch 35]

Transferred to 877—Chapter 33, IAC Supplement 8/23/23

CHAPTER 57
Reserved

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/bulletin/12-27-2023.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/bulletin/09-07-1988.pdf
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TITLE XII
PROGRAMS ADMINISTRATION

CHAPTER 58
SCHOOL BREAKFAST AND LUNCH PROGRAM; NUTRITIONAL
CONTENT STANDARDS FOR OTHER FOODS AND BEVERAGES

[Prior to 9/7/88, see Public Instruction Department[670] Ch 10]

281—58.1(256,283A) School breakfast and lunch program. The following regulations from the
United States Department of Education’s Food and Nutrition Service governing the National School
Lunch and School Breakfast programs and effective as of January 31, 2024, are incorporated by
reference: 7 CFR Parts 210, 215, 220, 225, 226, 227, 235, 240, 245, and 250, as well as related
procurement regulations at 2 CFR Sections 200.317 through 200.326.
[ARC 7428C, IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]

281—58.2(256) Nutritional content standards for other foods and beverages. The following
regulation, as of January 31, 2024, is incorporated by reference: 7 CFR Section 210.11.
[ARC 7428C, IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]

These rules are intended to implement Iowa Code chapter 283A and sections 256.7(29) and
256.9(51).

[Filed prior to 7/4/52]
[Filed 3/27/81, Notice 2/4/81—published 4/15/81, effective 5/20/81]
[Filed 8/19/88, Notice 6/29/88—published 9/7/88, effective 10/12/88]
[Filed 11/19/93, Notice 9/29/93—published 12/8/93, effective 1/12/94]
[Filed 8/2/02, Notice 6/26/02—published 8/21/02, effective 9/25/02]

[Filed ARC 7782B (Notice ARC 7503B, IAB 1/14/09), IAB 5/20/09, effective 7/1/10]
[Filed ARC 1432C (Notice ARC 1341C, IAB 2/19/14), IAB 4/30/14, effective 6/4/14]
[Filed ARC 7428C (Notice ARC 7094C, IAB 10/4/23), IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7428C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7428C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/chapter/2023/283A.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/2023/256.7.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/2023/256.9.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7782B.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7503B.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/1432C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/1341C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7428C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7094C.pdf
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CHAPTER 59
GIFTED AND TALENTED PROGRAMS
[Prior to 9/7/88, see Public Instruction Department[670] Ch 56]

[Former Ch 59 Rescinded IAB 9/7/88]

281—59.1(257) General principles. Gifted and talented programs shall be provided by a school district
and may be made available to eligible students as a cooperative effort between school districts or through
cooperative arrangements between school districts and other educational agencies. It is the responsibility
of school districts to ensure that the programs comply with state statute and this chapter.
[ARC 7433C, IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]

281—59.2(257) Definitions. For the purposes of this chapter, the following definitions apply:
“Department” means the department of education.
“Gifted and talented students” means the same as “gifted and talented children” as defined in Iowa

Code section 257.44. For purposes of that section, the following definitions apply:
1. “Creative thinking” refers to students who have advanced insight, outstanding imagination and

innovative reasoning ability. Such students possess outstanding ability to integrate seemingly unrelated
information in formulating unique ideas, insights, solutions, or products.

2. “General intellectual ability” refers to students who can learn at a faster pace, master higher
levels of content and handle abstract concepts at a significantly higher level than expected, given the
student’s chronological age and experiences.

3. “Leadership ability” refers to those students who possess outstanding potential or demonstrated
ability to exercise influence on decision making. These students may be consistently recognized by their
peers, may demonstrate leadership behavior through school and nonschool activities or may evidence
personal skills and abilities that are characteristic of effective leaders.

4. “Specific ability aptitude” refers to those students who have exceptionally high achievement or
potential and a high degree of interest in a specific field of study.

5. “Visual or performing arts ability” refers to students who demonstrate or indicate potential
for outstanding aesthetic production or creativity in areas such as art, dance, music, drama, and media
production.

“Program budget” is a budget consisting of a listing of the estimated direct program expenditures,
by function and object, that are necessary to accomplish the goals of the program in meeting the needs of
identified students, along with a listing of the sources of revenue and, if necessary, the amounts of fund
balance to be applied.
[ARC 7433C, IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]

281—59.3(257) Program plan. The program plan submitted by school districts will include the
elements set forth in Iowa Code section 257.43.
[ARC 7433C, IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]

281—59.4(257) Responsibilities of school districts. A school district’s program under this chapter shall
meet the following criteria:

59.4(1) Development of goals and objectives. A school district will establish goals and objectives
for the following:

a. Curriculum and instructional strategies.
b. Student outcomes.
c. Program management and administration.
d. Program development.
59.4(2) Development of curriculum and instructional strategies. The program of instruction will

consist of content and teaching strategies that reflect the accelerative pace, intellectual processes
and creative abilities that characterize gifted and talented students. A linkage among the selection
of students, the anticipated student outcomes and the special instructional programs will be evident.
Learning activities will provide for the development of skills that are beyond the scope of the regular
classroom, introduce advanced concepts and contents, and offer students a greater latitude of inquiry

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7433C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/2023/257.44.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7433C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/2023/257.43.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7433C.pdf
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than would be possible without the specialized instructional program. Specialized instructional
activities are those not ordinarily found in the regular school program and may include the following:

a. A special curriculum supplementing the regular curriculum, using a high level of cognitive and
affective concepts and processes.

b. Flexible instructional arrangements, such as special classes, seminars, resource rooms,
independent study, student internships, mentorships, research field trips, and research centers.

59.4(3) Student enrollment. Students will be involved in a gifted and talented program for a sufficient
portion of the regularly scheduled school time to ensure that projected student outcomes are likely to be
achieved.

59.4(4) Personalized education plan. Best practice dictates that the services provided for each
student placed in a gifted and talented program be contained in a written, personalized gifted and
talented plan. Personalized education plans should be in writing and reviewed at periodic intervals in
accordance with the changing needs of the student. The following items are suggested for inclusion in
a student’s personalized education plan, but this is neither a mandatory nor an exhaustive list:

a. Relevant background data, assessment of present needs and projections for future needs.
Relevant information may include the student’s leadership ability, interest inventories, learning
characteristics, and learning goals.

b. The nature and extent of the gifted and talented services provided to the student, including
indirect services, such as consultative services or other supportive assistance provided to a regular
classroom teacher. Other services may include modifications to curriculum and acceleration of the
student’s curriculum.

c. Personnel responsible for the services provided to the student, as well as those responsible for
monitoring and evaluating the student’s progress.

59.4(5) Student identification criteria and procedures. Students will be placed in a gifted and
talented program in accordance with systematic and uniform identification procedures that encompass
all grade levels and that are characterized by the following:

a. Identification will be for the purpose of determining the appropriateness of placement in a gifted
and talented program, rather than for categorically labeling a student.

b. The decision to provide a student with a gifted and talented program will be based on a
comprehensive appraisal of the student, consideration of the nature of the available gifted and talented
program and an assessment of actual and potential opportunities within the student’s regular school
program.

c. Multiple criteria will be used in identifying a student, with no single criteria eliminating a
student from participation. Criteria will combine subjective and objective data, including data with
direct relevance to program goals, objectives and activities.

d. In the event that the number of eligible students exceeds the available openings, participants
will be selected according to the extent to which they can benefit from the program.

e. Each identified student’s progress will be reviewed at least annually to consider modifications
in program or student placement.

59.4(6) Evaluation. The school district will give attention to the following in its evaluation design:
a. Evaluation of gifted and talented programs will be for the purpose of measuring program effects

and providing information for program improvement.
b. Evaluation should be conducted for each program level where objectives have been established.
c. Both cognitive and affective components of student development should be evaluated.
d. Evaluation findings should report results based on actual accomplishments by the gifted and

talented students or their teachers, which are a direct result of the project, program, or activity.
59.4(7) Staff utilization plan. Staff will be deployed to ensure quality gifted and talented programs

by employing the following procedures:
a. A designated staff person will be responsible for the overall program coordination throughout

the school district.
b. The teaching staff of the gifted and talented program should work with the regular classroom

teachers to assess, plan, carry out instruction, and evaluate outcomes.
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c. Coordination time will be made available to staff providing gifted and talented programs to
allow staff to perform professional responsibilities.

59.4(8) Staff professional development. Periodic professional development will be offered for all
classroom teachers to maintain and update understandings and skills about individualizing programs for
identified gifted and talented students. A staff development plan for personnel responsible for gifted and
talented programs will be provided and will be based upon the assessed needs of the gifted and talented
instructional and supervisory personnel.

59.4(9) Qualifications of personnel. Instructional personnel providing programs for gifted and
talented students should have preservice or in-service preparation in gifted and talented education that
is commensurate with the extent of their involvement in the gifted and talented program. The gifted
and talented program teacher-coordinator will hold an endorsement allowing the holder to serve as a
teacher or a coordinator of programs for gifted and talented students from the prekindergarten level
through grade 12.

59.4(10) Fiscal and accountability principles.
a. When programs are jointly provided by two or more school districts or by a school district

in cooperation with another educational agency, the budget will specify how each cooperating school
district or agency will determine the portion of the program costs to be provided by each school district
or agency and will provide a budget that specifies the contribution of each school district or agency.

b. Gifted and talented categorical funding will be used only for expenditures directly related to
providing the gifted and talented program described in the program plan. Appropriate expenditures,
inappropriate expenditures, and financial management provisions are set forth in 281—Chapter 98.

c. School districts will include and identify the detail of financial transactions related to gifted
and talented resources, expenditures, and carryforward balances on their certified annual report, using
the account coding appropriate to the gifted and talented program as defined by Uniform Financial
Accounting for Iowa LEAs and AEAs, as effective on January 31, 2024. Each school district will certify
its certified annual report following the close of the fiscal year but no later than September 15.
[ARC 7433C, IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]

281—59.5(257) Responsibilities of area education agencies.
59.5(1) When a written request is received from one or more local school boards, an area education

agency will establish and operate a gifted and talented children advisory council under Iowa Code
sections 257.48 and 257.49.

59.5(2) Staff of the area education agency will cooperate with school districts in the identification
and placement of gifted and talented students. Cooperation may include:

a. Assisting local school district personnel in the interpretation of available student data.
b. Assistance in the development of the identification plan.
c. Providing for psychological testing in individual cases when available data contains significant

inconsistencies or in other circumstances when additional data may be necessary for determining the
appropriateness of the student placement.
[ARC 7433C, IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]

281—59.6(257) Responsibilities of the department. The department will review documentation
submitted by school districts and area education agencies regarding the school districts’ and area
education agencies’ gifted and talented programs and financial transactions. The department may
request that the staff of the auditor of state conduct an independent program audit to verify that the
gifted and talented programs conform to a school district’s program plans. The department will provide
technical assistance to school districts and to area education agencies in the development of gifted and
talented programs.
[ARC 7433C, IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]

These rules are intended to implement Iowa Code sections 257.42 through 257.49.
[Filed emergency 2/9/79—published 3/7/79, effective 2/9/79]

[Filed emergency 5/16/80—published 6/11/80, effective 5/19/80]
[Filed emergency 9/12/80—published 10/1/80, effective 9/15/80]

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/iac/chapter/281.98.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7433C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/2023/257.48.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/2023/257.49.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7433C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7433C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/2023/257.42.pdf
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[Filed 8/19/88, Notice 6/29/88—published 9/7/88, effective 10/12/88]
[Filed 1/18/94, Notice 10/27/93—published 2/2/94, effective 3/9/94]
[Filed 9/9/94, Notice 7/6/94—published 9/28/94, effective 11/2/94]

[Filed ARC 8382B (Notice ARC 8052B, IAB 8/26/09), IAB 12/16/09, effective 1/20/10]
[Filed ARC 7433C (Notice ARC 7081C, IAB 10/4/23), IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/8382B.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/8052B.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7433C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7081C.pdf
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CHAPTER 60
PROGRAMS FOR STUDENTS WHO ARE ENGLISH LEARNERS

[Prior to 9/7/88, see Public Instruction Department[670] Ch 57]

281—60.1(280) Definitions. As used in these rules, the following definitions apply:
“Bilingual instruction” refers to a program of instruction in English and the native language of the

student designed to enable students to become proficient in English and in academic content areas at an
age- and grade-appropriate level.

“Educational and instructional model”means an instructional model, strategy, method, or skill that
provides a framework of instructional approaches to guide decision making about teaching and learning.
Based on the needs of particular students, “educational and instructional model” may include a specific
set of instructional services or a fully developed curriculum or other supplementary services.

“English as a second language” refers to a structured language acquisition program designed to
teach English to students whose native language is other than English, until the student demonstrates a
functional ability to speak, read, write, and listen to English language at the age- and grade-appropriate
level.

“English learner” means the same as defined in Iowa Code section 280.4(1)“b.”
“Fully English proficient” means the same as defined in Iowa Code section 280.4(1)“b.”
“Intensive student” means the same as defined in Iowa Code section 280.4(1)“b.”
“Intermediate student” means the same as defined in Iowa Code section 280.4(1)“b.”
“Research-based”means based on a body of research showing that the educational and instructional

model, or other educational practice, has a high likelihood of improving teaching and learning. To
determinewhether researchmeets this standard for purposes of this chapter, research reports are reviewed
for the following:

1. The specific population studied;
2. Research that involves the application of rigorous, systematic, and objective procedures to

obtain reliable results and provide a basis for valid inferences relevant to education activities and
programs;

3. Whether the research employs systematic, empirical methods that draw on observation or
experiment;

4. Reliance on measurement or observational methods that provide reliable and valid data;
5. Inclusion of rigorous data analyses that are adequate to test the stated hypotheses and justify

the general conclusions or inferences drawn;
6. Description of the magnitude of the impact on student learning results; and
7. Inclusion of the level of the review of the study.

[ARC 7424C, IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]

281—60.2(280) School district responsibilities.
60.2(1) Student identification and assessment. A school district shall use the following criteria in

determining a student’s eligibility:
a. To determine the necessity of conducting an English language assessment, the district includes

a home language survey as part of the registration process. If the answers to the home language survey
indicate the prominent use of another language in the home, the student is assessed by the district
using the state-approved English language proficiency screener assessment to determine eligibility for
language development services. A student scoring proficient is not eligible for services. If a student
does not score proficient on the screener assessment, the student is determined to be an English learner.

b. The student is assessed annually on the state’s approved summative English language
proficiency assessment aligned to the state’s English language proficiency standards in order to
determine progress and attainment of English. A consistent plan of evaluation that includes ongoing
evaluation of student progress will be developed and implemented by the district for each student so
identified.

60.2(2) Staffing. Teachers in an English as a second language (ESL) program will possess a valid
Iowa teaching license and an ESL endorsement.

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/2023/280.4.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/2023/280.4.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/2023/280.4.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/2023/280.4.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7424C.pdf
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60.2(3) English learner placement. Placement of students identified as English learners will be in
accordance with the following:

a. Content classes. Students will be placed in classes with age-appropriate peers. Students will
be provided instructional strategies to support content learning at all levels of language proficiency.

b. English learner program placement.
(1) Students enrolled in a program for English learners receive systematic English language

instruction designed to allow meaningful access to the district’s educational programs.
(2) When students of different age groups or educational levels are combined in the same class, the

school ensures that the instruction given is appropriate to each student’s level of educational attainment.
Programs will be research-based and grounded in sound language acquisition theory.

(3) A program of bilingual instruction may include the participation of students whose native
language is English.

(4) A student exits the English language development program upon scoring proficient on the
state-approved annual summative English language proficiency assessment.

(5) All district instructional staff and area education agency (AEA) staff responsible for
implementing the educational and instructional models defined in rule 281—60.1(280) receive such
professional development as may be necessary to implement those educational and instructional
models. Such professional development is delivered in accordance with 281—Chapter 83, including
qualification of providers. In determining whether providers meet the standards in 281—Chapter 83, the
following nonexhaustive factors may be considered, as they are relevant to the particular professional
development to be provided:

1. ESL endorsement or equivalent;
2. Five years of ESL teaching experience; or
3. A graduate degree in teaching English to speakers of other languages or in a related field.
60.2(4) Research-based educational and instructional models. Districts will utilize research-based

educational and instructional models as defined in rule 281—60.1(280) with English learners so that
such students may acquire English proficiency and meet high academic standards.
[ARC 7424C, IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]

281—60.3(280) Department responsibility. The department of education will provide technical
assistance to school districts, including advising and assisting schools in planning, implementation, and
evaluation of programs for English learners.
[ARC 7424C, IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]

281—60.4(280) Nonpublic school participation.
60.4(1) General. A nonpublic school provides services under this chapter; however, the standard for

services, if the nonpublic school does not receive services pursuant to subrule 60.4(2), is to make minor
adjustments to curriculum and instruction.

60.4(2) Public school services. English as a second language and transitional bilingual programs
offered by a public school district are available to students attending an accredited nonpublic school
located within the district. The district obtains funding for such students in accordance with rule
281—60.5(280).
[ARC 7424C, IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]

281—60.5(280) Funding.
60.5(1) Weighting. Weighting for English learners is set forth in Iowa Code section 280.4(3). A

student’s eligibility for additional weighting is transferable to another district of residence.
60.5(2) Supplemental aid or modified supplemental amount. In addition to weighting, the school

budget review committee (SBRC) may grant supplemental aid or a modified supplemental amount for
an unusual need to continue funding beyond the five years of weighting or for costs in excess of the
weighting to provide instruction to English learners above the costs of regular instruction.

a. A school district of residencemay apply to the SBRCby the date specified in rule 289—6.3(257)
for supplemental aid or a modified supplemental amount for an unusual need for funding beyond the

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/iac/rule/281.60.1.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/iac/chapter/281.83.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/iac/chapter/281.83.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/iac/rule/281.60.1.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7424C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7424C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/iac/rule/281.60.4.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/iac/rule/281.60.5.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7424C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/2023/280.4.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/iac/rule/289.6.3.pdf
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amount generated fromweighting for students identified as English learners who are provided instruction
beyond the regular instruction. The eligible supplemental aid or modified supplemental amount will be
calculated as the total actual English learner program expenditures for the previous year, reduced by the
English learner funding generated in the previous budget year based on the English learner count on the
certified enrollment in the previous year, and reduced by any other grants, carryover, or other resources
provided to the district for this program.

b. A district of residence may apply to the SBRC for supplemental aid or a modified supplemental
amount for an unusual need to continue funding beyond the five years of weighting no later than
December 1 following the date specified in Iowa Code section 257.6(1) for the certified enrollment.
The supplemental aid or modified supplemental amount will be calculated by multiplying the number
of resident students identified as English learners who are provided instruction beyond the regular
instruction, and who are being served beyond the five years of weighting on the certified enrollment, by
the weighting provided under subrule 60.5(1), multiplied by the district cost per pupil in the current year.

c. The SBRC will act on the requests described in paragraphs 60.5(2)“a” and “b” no later than
its March regular meeting. If the SBRC grants the district’s request for supplemental aid or a modified
supplemental amount, the department of management will increase the district’s budget authority by that
amount.

The SBRC may require the district to appear at a hearing to discuss its request for supplemental aid
or a modified supplemental amount.

60.5(3) Use of funds. English learner funding is categorical funding and follows the general
provisions in 281—Chapter 98. Appropriate expenditures for the English learner program are those that
are direct costs of providing instruction that supplement, but do not supplant, the costs of the regular
curriculum. Appropriate and inappropriate expenditures are set forth in 281—Chapter 98.

60.5(4) Annual reporting. Districts will include and identify the detail of financial transactions
related to English learner resources, expenditures, and carryforward balances on their certified annual
report, using the account coding appropriate to the English learner program as defined by the Uniform
Financial Accounting Manual for Iowa LEAs and AEAs, in effect on January 31, 2024. Each district
submits its certified annual report following the close of the fiscal year but no later than September 15.
[ARC 7424C, IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]

These rules are intended to implement Iowa Code sections 256.7(31)“c,” 257.31(5)“j” and 280.4.
[Filed 9/12/80, Notice 5/28/80—published 10/1/80, effective 11/5/80]
[Filed 1/16/81, Notice 11/12/80—published 2/4/81, effective 3/11/81]
[Filed 8/19/88, Notice 6/29/88—published 9/7/88, effective 10/12/88]
[Filed 1/14/94, Notice 9/29/93—published 2/2/94, effective 3/9/94]

[Filed ARC 8383B (Notice ARC 8051B, IAB 8/26/09), IAB 12/16/09, effective 1/20/10]
[Filed ARC 1776C (Notice ARC 1675C, IAB 10/15/14), IAB 12/10/14, effective 1/14/15]
[Filed ARC 4528C (Notice ARC 4403C, IAB 4/24/19), IAB 7/3/19, effective 8/7/19]
[Filed ARC 5648C (Notice ARC 5464C, IAB 2/24/21), IAB 6/2/21, effective 7/7/21]

[Filed ARC 6079C (Notice ARC 5876C, IAB 8/25/21), IAB 12/15/21, effective 1/19/22]
[Filed ARC 6724C (Notice ARC 6584C, IAB 10/5/22), IAB 12/14/22, effective 1/18/23]
[Filed ARC 7424C (Notice ARC 7086C, IAB 10/4/23), IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/2023/257.6.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/iac/rule/281.60.5.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/iac/rule/281.60.5.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/iac/chapter/281.98.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/iac/chapter/281.98.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7424C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/2023/256.7.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/2023/257.31.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/2023/280.4.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/8383B.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/8051B.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/1776C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/1675C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/4528C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/4403C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/5648C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/5464C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/6079C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/5876C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/6724C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/6584C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7424C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7086C.pdf
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CHAPTER 65
PROGRAMS FOR AT-RISK EARLY ELEMENTARY STUDENTS

281—65.1(279) Definitions.
“At-risk student” means, for purposes of this chapter, a student in early elementary grades who is

eligible for free or reduced price meals.
“Awardee” means a public school district designated to receive the at-risk early elementary school

award funds for buildings serving early elementary grades with a high percentage of at-risk students.
“Department” means the department of education.
“Early elementary grades” means kindergarten through grade three.

[ARC 7429C, IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]

281—65.2(279) Eligibility identification procedures. In a year in which funds are made available by
the Iowa legislature, the department will grant awards to districts for buildings serving early elementary
grades with a high percentage of at-risk students. Using a formula determined by the department and
consistent with Iowa Code section 279.51(1)“c,” the department will distribute awards based on the
number of early elementary students in the identified buildings serving a high percentage of at-risk
students.
[ARC 7429C, IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]

281—65.3(279) Award acceptance process. The department will notify eligible districts of the
opportunity to be granted an award for a three-year cycle. A district will make formal acceptance using
forms issued and procedures established by the department, and by an official with vested authority to
approve the acceptance.
[ARC 7429C, IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]

281—65.4(279) Awardee responsibilities. Each year, the awardee will complete reports on forms
provided by the department, including the following:

1. An initial report, including a proposed budget and expected outcomes.
2. An end-of-the-year report, including total expenditures and a statement of impact on expected

outcomes.
[ARC 7429C, IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]

281—65.5(279) Allowable expenditures. School districts will provide, at a minimum, the activities set
forth in Iowa Code section 279.51(1)“c.”Additional allowable expenditures include salaries and benefits
for teachers and paraeducators, and activities and materials to improve academic achievement. These
funds are to be used for instruction, activities, and materials that are in addition to the regular school
curricula for children participating in these programs, and only to be used in the building for which the
award is made. Inappropriate uses of award funding include indirect costs or use charges, operational or
maintenance costs, capital expenditures, student transportation other than that which is directly related
to the activities and materials described in this rule, or administrative costs. Moneys received are subject
to the general provisions described in 281—Chapter 98.
[ARC 7429C, IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]

281—65.6(279) Evaluation. The awardee will cooperate with the department and provide requested
information to determine how well the outcomes in rule 281—65.4(279) are being met. Statewide
leadership teams will review final reports and provide useful feedback about buildings to awardees.
This feedback will include information about innovative components to building programs. Buildings
demonstrating innovation will be given preference the following grant cycle.
[ARC 7429C, IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]

281—65.7(279) Budget revisions. The department may grant approval to an awardee for any revisions
in the proposed budget in excess of 10 percent of a line item, provided the revisions do not increase the
total amount of the award.
[ARC 7429C, IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7429C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/2023/279.51.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7429C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7429C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7429C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/2023/279.51.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/iac/chapter/281.98.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7429C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/iac/rule/281.65.4.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7429C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7429C.pdf
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281—65.8(279) Termination.
65.8(1) Termination for convenience. The award may be terminated, in whole or in part, upon

agreement of both parties, concerning the termination conditions, the effective date, and in the case
of partial termination, the portion to be terminated. The awardee shall cancel as many outstanding
obligations as possible and not incur new obligations for the terminated portion after the effective date
of termination.

65.8(2) Termination for cause.
a. The award may be terminated, in whole or in part, at any time before the date of completion,

whenever the department determines, after notice and an opportunity to be heard, that the awardee has
failed to comply substantially with the conditions of the award. The awardee will be notified in writing
by the department of the reasons for the termination and the effective date. The awardee shall cancel as
many outstanding obligations as possible and not incur new obligations for the terminated portion after
the effective date of termination.

b. The department will administer the at-risk early elementary school awards contingent upon the
availability of state funds. If there is a lack of funds necessary to fulfill the fiscal responsibility of the
awards, the awards are to be terminated or renegotiated. The department may terminate or renegotiate
an award upon 30 days’ notice when there is a reduction of funds by executive order.

65.8(3) Responsibility of awardee at termination. Within 45 days of the effective date of award
termination, the awardee will supply the department with a financial statement detailing all program
expenditures up to the effective date of the termination. The awardee will be solely responsible for all
expenditures after the effective date of termination.
[ARC 7429C, IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]

281—65.9(279) Appeals from terminations. Any awardee aggrieved by a unilateral termination of an
award may appeal the decision to the director of the department in writing within 30 days of the decision
to terminate.

65.9(1) Form of appeal. In the notice of appeal, the awardee will give a short and plain statement
of the reason for the appeal.

65.9(2) Appeal procedures. The hearing procedures found at 281—Chapter 6 will apply to appeals
of terminated awards. The director will issue a decision within a reasonable time, not to exceed 120 days
from the date of hearing.

65.9(3) Grounds for reversal. Termination of an award under this chapter may be reversed only if
the awardee proves the process was conducted outside of statutory authority; violated state or federal
law, policy, or rule; did not provide adequate public notice; was altered without adequate public notice;
or involved conflict of interest by staff or committee members.

65.9(4) Mandatory denial of appeal. In lieu of a decision on the merits of an appeal, the director of
the department will deny an appeal if the director finds any of the following:

a. The appeal is untimely;
b. The appellant lacks standing to appeal;
c. The appeal is not in the necessary form or is based upon frivolous grounds;
d. The appeal is moot because the issues raised in the notice of appeal or at the hearing have been

settled by the parties; or
e. The termination of the award was beyond the control of the department due to lack of available

funds.
[ARC 7429C, IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]

These rules are intended to implement Iowa Code section 279.51.
[Filed emergency 1/5/90 after Notice 11/1/89—published 1/24/90, effective 1/5/90]

[Filed emergency 11/21/90—published 12/12/90, effective 11/21/90]
[Filed 4/15/94, Notice 3/2/94—published 5/11/94, effective 6/15/94]

[Filed ARC 3042C (Notice ARC 2939C, IAB 2/15/17), IAB 4/26/17, effective 5/31/17]
[Filed ARC 7429C (Notice ARC 7095C, IAB 10/4/23), IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]
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CHAPTER 82
STANDARDS FOR SCHOOL ADMINISTRATION MANAGER PROGRAMS

281—82.1(272) Definitions.
“Coach” means a person who provides regularly scheduled coaching visits to SAM/administrator

teams.
“Department” means the department of education.
“Director” means the director of the department of education.
“Organization” means a professional organization offering an approved training program and

support for SAMs.
“SAM” or “school administration manager”means a person or persons who are authorized to assist

a school administrator in performing noninstructional administrative duties.
“School administration manager program” means a program of SAM training and preparation that

leads to authorization to practice as a school administration manager.
“State board” means the Iowa state board of education.
“Trainer” means a person with responsibility for providing approved training for school

administration managers.
[ARC 7419C, IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]

281—82.2(272) Organizations eligible to provide a school administration manager training
program. Approved professional organizations engaged in the preparation and training of SAMs
that meet the standards contained in this chapter may obtain and maintain state board approval of the
organizations’ training programs for SAMs. Only approved programs may recommend candidates for
SAM authorization.
[ARC 7419C, IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]

281—82.3(272) Approval of training programs. The state board’s approval of an organization’s
training program is based on the recommendation of the director after study of the evidence about
the program in terms of the standards contained in this chapter. The department will seek maximum
flexibility in the design of systems allowed to meet the goals of this program.

82.3(1) Approval, if granted, will be for a term of seven years; however, approval for a lesser term
may be granted by the state board if it determines conditions so warrant.

82.3(2) If approval is not granted, the applicant organization will be advised concerning the areas
in which improvement or changes appear to be essential for approval. In this case, the organization will
be given the opportunity to present factual information concerning its program at a regularly scheduled
meeting of the state board, no later than three months following the board’s decision.

82.3(3) Programs may be granted conditional approval upon review of appropriate documentation.
In such an instance, the program will receive a full review after one year or, in the case of a new program,
at the point at which candidates demonstrate mastery of standards for authorization.

82.3(4) The standards herein apply regardless of delivery mode of the training.
82.3(5) All programs in existence prior to July 31, 2013, are deemed to meet program standards

without having to submit an application for review.
[ARC 7419C, IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]

281—82.4(272) Governance and resources standard. To be an approvable organization, an
organization’s governance structure and resources adequately support the training of SAMs to meet
professional, state, and organizational standards in accordance with the following provisions:

82.4(1) The organization provides sufficient trainers, coaches, and administrative, clerical, and
technical staff to plan and deliver a quality SAM program.

82.4(2) Resources are available to support professional development opportunities for trainers of
SAMs.

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7419C.pdf
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82.4(3) Resources are available to support technological and instructional needs to enhance trainer
and authorized SAM learning.
[ARC 7419C, IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]

281—82.5(272) Trainer and coach standard. An approved organization’s trainer and coach
qualifications and performance facilitate the professional development of SAMs.
[ARC 7419C, IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]

281—82.6(272) Assessment system and organization evaluation standard. An organization’s
assessment system monitors individual candidate performance and uses the performance data in
concert with other information to evaluate and improve the organization and its program. The actual
annual evaluation of each SAM is performed by the administrator or the administrator’s designee,
and the evaluation is conducted in accordance with the standards set forth in rule 281—82.7(272).
The organization will annually report data to the department, as determined by the department. The
department will periodically conduct a survey of schools or facilities that employ authorized SAMs
to ensure that the schools’ and facilities’ needs are adequately met by the programs and the approval
process herein.
[ARC 7419C, IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]

281—82.7(272) School administration manager knowledge and skills standards and
criteria. SAMs will demonstrate the content knowledge and professional knowledge and skills in
accordance with the following standards and supporting criteria.

82.7(1) Standard 1. Each SAM will demonstrate an understanding of the instructional and
management codes and how to best support the SAM’s administrator in instructional leadership. If a
SAM is also employed as a secretary or administrative assistant, the SAM’s job responsibilities will be
modified as established by the school district.

82.7(2) Standard 2. Each SAM will attend an approved training program at the onset of the SAM’s
hire. The training for the SAM and administrator will include the following:

a. Background information on SAMs.
b. Understanding of the instructional and management descriptors.
c. Introduction and practice using approved time-tracking software.
d. First responders and delegation responsibilities.
e. Job responsibilities and variations.
f. Daily meeting protocols.
g. Training of office staff on communication with others.
h. Use of reflective questions.
i. Understanding of conflict resolution skills.
j. Action planning for building implementation and timelines.
k. SAM/administrator rubric process.
82.7(3) Standard 3. Each SAM will demonstrate competence in technology appropriate to the

SAM’s position.
82.7(4) Standard 4. Each SAM will demonstrate appropriate personal skills. The SAM:
a. Is an effective communicator with all stakeholders, including but not limited to colleagues,

community members, parents, and students.
b. Works effectively with employees, students, and other stakeholders.
c. Maintains confidentiality when dealing with student, parent, and staff issues.
d. Clearly understands the administrator’s philosophy of behavior expectations and consequences.
e. Maintains an environment of mutual respect, rapport, and fairness.
f. Participates in and contributes to a school culture that focuses on change in teacher practices and

improved student learning by supporting the administrator in the administrator’s instructional leadership
role.

82.7(5) Standard 5. Each SAM will fulfill professional responsibilities as established by the SAM’s
school district.

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7419C.pdf
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82.7(6) Standard 6. Each SAM will engage in professional growth that continuously improves the
SAM’s skills of professional inquiry and learning.
[ARC 7419C, IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]

281—82.8(272) Monitoring and continued approval. Upon request by the department, programs will
make periodic reports, which include basic information necessary to maintain up-to-date data of the
SAM program and to carry out research studies relating to SAMs. Every seven years or sooner if deemed
necessary by the director, an organization will file a written self-evaluation of its SAM program. Any
action for continued approval or denial of approval will be approved by the state board.
[ARC 7419C, IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]

281—82.9(272) Approval of program changes and flexibility of programs. Upon application by an
organization, the director may approve minor additions to or changes within the organization’s approved
SAM program. When an organization proposes a revision that exceeds the primary scope of the
organization’s program, the revision becomes operative only after approval by the state board. Districts
may have a variety of programs and job descriptions that meet the standards of a SAM system but must
receive permission to make changes to those programs in the manner prescribed. The department will
seek maximum flexibility in systems allowed to meet the goals of this program. Essential components of
any approved SAM program include readiness, data collection of administrator time, ongoing training
of the program administrator, use of time-tracking software and ongoing coaching for participants in
the program.
[ARC 7419C, IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]

These rules are intended to implement Iowa Code section 256.7(30)“b.”
[Filed ARC 0813C (Notice ARC 0694C, IAB 4/17/13), IAB 6/26/13, effective 7/31/13]
[Filed ARC 7419C (Notice ARC 7096C, IAB 10/4/23), IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]
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CHAPTER 84
FINANCIAL INCENTIVES FOR NATIONAL BOARD CERTIFICATION

281—84.1(256) Definitions. For the purpose of these rules, the following definitions apply:
“A person who receives a salary as a classroom teacher” means a teacher employed by a school

district in Iowa who receives any salary compensation from the school district for providing classroom
instruction to students in the district.

“Department” means the Iowa department of education.
“Director” means the director of the Iowa department of education.
“Employed by a school district in Iowa” means a teacher employed in a nonadministrative position

in an Iowa school district pursuant to a contract issued by a board of directors of a school district under
Iowa Code section 279.13 and any full-time permanent substitute teacher who is employed under
individual contracts not included under Iowa Code section 279.13 but who is receiving retirement and
health benefits as part of the substitute teacher’s contract.

“National Board Certification” or “NBC” is a nationwide certification program administered by the
National Board for Professional Teaching Standards.

“National Board for Professional Teaching Standards” or “NBPTS” is a private nonprofit
organization whose goal is to develop professional standards for early childhood, elementary and
secondary school teaching. NBPTS administers the NBC program.

“School district” means a public school district under Iowa Code chapter 274.
“Teacher” means an Iowa-licensed teacher as defined in Iowa Code section 272.1.

[ARC 7423C, IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]

281—84.2(256) Registration fee reimbursement program. The department will administer a
registration fee reimbursement program in each year for which the legislature appropriates funds.

84.2(1) Eligibility. Teachers seeking reimbursement under this rule will apply to the department
within one year of registration with NBPTS and meet all of the following qualifications:

a. The individual has all qualifications required by NBPTS for application for certification.
b. The individual is a teacher employed by a school district in Iowa and receives a salary as a

classroom teacher.
c. The individual completes the department’s application process, which includes verifying NBC

registration.
d. The individual has not received reimbursement from this program at any previous time.
84.2(2) Reimbursement. Teachers determined eligible will receive reimbursement in the following

manner:
a. Initial registration fee reimbursement. Each eligible teacher will receive an initial

reimbursement of one-half of the reimbursement fee charged by NBPTS or, if necessary, a prorated
amount upon submission to the department of the NBC registration confirmation form provided to each
teacher by NBPTS.

b. Final registration fee reimbursement. The final registration fee reimbursement of one-half
of the reimbursement fee charged by NBPTS will be awarded when the eligible teacher notifies the
department of the teacher’s certification achievement and submits verification of certification. If an
eligible teacher fails to receive certification, the teacher can receive the remaining reimbursement if the
teacher achieves certification within three years of the initial NBC score notification.

c. Amount of reimbursement. If funds are appropriated by the legislature, each eligible teacher
who applies under this rule will receive the registration fee reimbursement. If in any fiscal year the
number of eligible teachers who apply for the reimbursement exceeds the funds available, the department
will prorate the amount of the registration fee reimbursement among all eligible teachers.
[ARC 7423C, IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]

281—84.3(256) NBC annual award. If funds are appropriated by the legislature, each eligible NBC
teacher will qualify for an NBC annual award. If in any fiscal year the funds appropriated are insufficient
to pay the maximum amount of the annual awards to each eligible teacher or the number of teachers

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/2023/279.13.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/2023/279.13.pdf
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eligible to receive annual awards exceeds 1,100 individuals, the department will prorate funds among
all eligible teachers. An eligible teacher who receives NBC certification after May 1, 2000, will receive
an annual award of up to $2,500 per year or a prorated amount for a maximum period of ten years. An
otherwise-eligible teacher who possesses a teaching contract that is less than full-time will receive an
award prorated to reflect the type of contract (half-time, quarter-time, etc.).

84.3(1) Eligibility. In addition to having registered with NBPTS and achieving certification within
NBPTS-established timelines and policies, individuals eligible for the NBC annual award will meet all
of the following qualifications:

a. The individual is a teacher who has attained NBC certification.
b. The individual is employed by a school district in Iowa and receives a salary as a classroom

teacher.
c. The individual completes the department’s annual application process, in a manner prescribed

by the department.
d. The individual has received no more than ten annual awards, including the annual award

currently sought.
e. The individual is applying for the award within one year of being eligible for the award.
84.3(2) Application. To receive an award under this rule, an NBC teacher will submit an application

verifying eligibility for an NBC award to the department by May 1. The department will issue NBC
awards to eligible NBC teachers no later than June 1.
[ARC 7423C, IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]

281—84.4(256) Appeal of denial of a registration fee reimbursement award or an NBC annual
award. Any applicant may appeal the denial of a registration fee reimbursement award or anNBC annual
award to the director of the department. Appeals will be in writing, signed, and notarized; will contain
a short and plain statement of the reasons for appeal; will be based on a contention that the process
was conducted outside statutory authority or violated state or federal law, regulation or rule; and will be
received within ten working days of the date of the notice of denial. The hearing and appeal procedures
found in 281—Chapter 6 that govern the director’s decisions will apply to proceedings under this rule.
The director’s decision is due within a reasonable time, not to exceed 30 days from the date of the hearing.
[ARC 7423C, IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]

These rules are intended to implement Iowa Code section 256.44.
[Filed emergency 9/16/98—published 10/7/98, effective 9/16/98]

[Filed 11/19/98, Notice 10/7/98—published 12/16/98, effective 1/20/99]
[Filed emergency 8/16/99—published 9/8/99, effective 8/16/99]

[Filed 10/21/99, Notice 9/8/99—published 11/17/99, effective 12/22/99]
[Filed 6/4/04, Notice 2/4/04—published 6/23/04, effective 7/28/04]

[Filed 11/20/08, Notice 8/27/08—published 12/17/08, effective 1/21/09]
[Filed ARC 0523C (Notice ARC 0301C, IAB 8/22/12), IAB 12/12/12, effective 1/16/13]
[Filed ARC 7423C (Notice ARC 7097C, IAB 10/4/23), IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]
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CHAPTER 95
EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

AND AFFIRMATIVE ACTION IN EDUCATIONAL AGENCIES

281—95.1(19B) Definitions. The following definitions will be applied to the rules in this chapter:
“Affirmative action” means action appropriate to overcome the effects of past or present practices,

policies, or other barriers to equal employment opportunity.
“Agency” means a local school district, an area education agency or a community college.
“Availability”means the extent to which members of a racial/ethnic group, women, men or persons

with disabilities are present within the relevant labor market.
“Department” means the Iowa department of education.
“Director of education” means the director of the Iowa department of education.
“Equal employment opportunity”means equal access to employment, training and advancement, or

employment benefits regardless of race, creed, color, religion, sex, age, national origin and disability.
“Metropolitan statistical area” means a large population nucleus (over 50,000 persons) and nearby

communities which have a high degree of economic and social integration with that nucleus. Each area
consists of one or more entire counties.

“Person with a disability” means any person who has a physical or mental impairment that
substantially limits one or more major life activities, has a record of such impairment or is regarded as
having such an impairment, as defined in Iowa Code section 216.2.

“Racial/ethnic minority person” means any person who is African American, Hispanic, Asian or
Pacific Islander, American Indian or Alaskan Native.

“Relevant labor market”means the geographic area in which an agency can reasonably be expected
to recruit for a particular job category.

“Underrepresentation” means having fewer members of a racial/ethnic group, women, men or
persons with disabilities in a particular job category than would be reasonably expected based on their
availability in the relevant labor market.

“Work force” means an agency’s full-time and part-time employees.
[ARC 7430C, IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]

281—95.2(19B) Equal employment opportunity standards. An agency’s employment policies and
practices shall provide equal employment opportunity to all persons. No person may be denied equal
access to agency employment opportunities because of race, creed, color, religion, national origin,
gender, age or disability.
[ARC 7430C, IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]

281—95.3(19B) Duties of boards of directors. Each agency’s board of directors will adopt policy
statements and develop plans for implementation of equal employment opportunity standards and
affirmative action programs, which contain the following elements:

1. A policy statement outlining the board of directors’ commitment to the principles of equal
employment opportunity and affirmative action, which contain procedures for employees and applicants
for employment to redress complaints of discrimination.

2. A written equal employment opportunity and affirmative action plan, to be evaluated and
updated on a biennial basis.

3. Assignment of responsibility to an employee for coordinating the development and ongoing
implementation of the plans. This employee may be the same employee who has been assigned to
coordinate the agency’s efforts to comply with federal laws requiring nondiscrimination in educational
programs and employment.

4. Systematic input from diverse racial/ethnic groups, women, men and persons with disabilities
into the development and implementation of the plans, which may include using existing advisory
committees or public hearing procedures.

5. Periodic training for all staff who hire or supervise personnel on the principles of equal
employment opportunity and the implementation of its affirmative action plan.

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/2023/216.2.pdf
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6. Maintenance of necessary records to document its affirmative action progress. An agency will
report employment data to the department by racial/ethnic category, gender and disability.
[ARC 7430C, IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]

281—95.4(19B) Plan components. In addition to the board policy statement, each agency’s equal
employment opportunity and affirmative action plan will include, at a minimum, the following
components:

95.4(1) General.
a. The name, job title, address and phone number of the employee responsible for coordinating

the development and implementation of the equal employment opportunity and affirmative action plans.
b. An administrative statement on how the agency’s equal employment opportunity and

affirmative action policies and plans are to be implemented, including the internal system for auditing
and reporting progress, to be signed and dated by the chief executive officer of the agency.

c. A work force analysis showing the numerical and percentage breakdown of the agency’s
full-time and part-time employees within each major job category (consistent with the E.E.O. 5
and E.E.O. 6 occupational categories reported to the United States Equal Employment Opportunity
Commission) by racial/ethnic group, gender, and disability. For the purpose of confidentiality, disability
data may be based on total agency figures, rather than those of major job categories.

d. A quantitative analysis comparing work force analysis figures with the availability of qualified
or qualifiable members of racial/ethnic groups, women, men and persons with disabilities within the
relevant labor market.

e. When underrepresentation is identified in one or more major job category, the agency will
conduct a qualitative analysis to be included in the agency’s affirmative action plan. The qualitative
analysis is a review of employment policies and practices to determine if and where those policies and
practices tend to exclude, disadvantage, restrict or result in adverse impact on the basis of racial/ethnic
origin, gender, or disability. The analysis may include, but is not limited to the review of:

(1) Recruitment practices and policies;
(2) A demographic study of the applicant pool and flow;
(3) The rate and composition of turnover in major job categories;
(4) Trends in enrollment that will affect the size of the work force;
(5) Application and application screening policies and practices;
(6) Interview, selection, and placement policies and practices;
(7) Transfer and promotion policies and practices;
(8) Discipline, demotion, termination, and reduction in force policies and practices;
(9) Employee assistance, training selection, and mentoring policies and practices;
(10) The impact of any collective bargaining agreement on equal employment opportunity and the

affirmative action process;
(11) Law, policies or practices external to the agency that may hinder success in equal employment

opportunity and affirmative action.
95.4(2) Quantitative goals. The agency will develop numerical goals and timetables for reduction

of underrepresentation in each major job category where it has been identified. These goals are not
rigid and inflexible quotas, but reasonable aspirations toward correcting imbalance in the agency’s work
force. A goal shall not cause any group of applicants to be excluded from the hiring process. When
setting numerical goals, agencies will take into consideration the following:

a. The numbers and percentages from the work force analysis conducted pursuant to subrule
95.4(1);

b. The number of short- and long-term projected vacancies in the job category, considering
turnover, layoffs, lateral transfers, new job openings, and retirements;

c. The availability of qualified or qualifiable persons from underrepresented racial/ethnic, gender
and disability categories within the relevant labor market;

d. The makeup of the student population served by racial/ethnic origin, gender and disability;
e. The makeup of the population served by racial/ethnic origin, gender and disability;

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7430C.pdf
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f. The makeup of the population of the metropolitan statistical area, when applicable, by
racial/ethnic origin, gender, and disability.

95.4(3) Qualitative goals. The agency will develop qualitative goals, activities and timetables which
specify the appropriate actions and time frames in which problem areas identified during the qualitative
analysis are targeted and remedied. In setting qualitative goals and planning actions, the agency may
consider, but need not be limited to, the following:

a. Broadening or targeting recruitment efforts;
b. Evaluating and validating criteria and instruments used in selecting applicants for interviews,

employment, and promotion;
c. Providing equal employment opportunity, affirmative action, and intergroup relations training

for employees of the agency;
d. Developing a system of accountability for implementing the agency’s plan;
e. Developing and implementing an employee assistance and mentoring program;
f. Establishing a work climate that is sensitive to diverse racial/ethnic groups, both women and

men and persons with disabilities;
g. Negotiating the revision of collective bargaining agreements to facilitate equal employment

opportunity and affirmative action.
95.4(4) Absence of minority base. Agencies with no minority students enrolled or no minority

employees shall develop goals and timetables for recruiting and hiring persons of minority racial/ethnic
origin when those persons are available within the relevant labor market.

95.4(5) Consolidation. An agency may consolidate racial/ethnic minorities and job categories into
broader groupings in conducting analyses under this chapter when its size or number of employees makes
more specific categories impractical.
[ARC 7430C, IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]

281—95.5(19B) Dissemination. Each agency will adopt an internal and external system for
disseminating its equal employment opportunity and affirmative action policies and plans.

95.5(1) Plan distribution. An agency will annually distribute its policies and plans to agency
employees involved in the hiring or management of personnel, and the agency will make the policies
and plans available to other agency employees, the public and the director of education upon request.

95.5(2) Policy statement distribution. An agency will distribute its policy statement to all applicants
for employment, and the agency will distribute the policy statement annually to employees, students,
parents, and recruitment sources.
[ARC 7430C, IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]

281—95.6(19B) Reports. Each agency will submit an annual progress report on equal employment
opportunity and affirmative action to its local board of directors. Each agency will submit its annual
progress report under this chapter to the department by December 31 of each year. The report is a part
of the basic educational data collection system administered by the department.
[ARC 7430C, IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]

These rules are intended to implement Iowa Code section 19B.11.
[Filed 10/26/89, Notice 5/17/89—published 11/15/89, effective 12/20/89]
[Filed 4/15/94, Notice 3/2/94—published 5/11/94, effective 6/15/94]

[Filed ARC 7430C (Notice ARC 7098C, IAB 10/4/23), IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7430C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7430C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7430C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/2023/19B.11.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7430C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7098C.pdf
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CHAPTER 99
BUSINESS PROCEDURES AND DEADLINES

281—99.1(257) Definitions.
“Area education agency” or “AEA”means a school corporation organized under Iowa Code chapter

273.
“Basis of accounting”means the accrual/modified accrual accounting basis under generally accepted

accounting principles (GAAP) as defined by the governmental accounting standards board (GASB) as
of October 4, 2023.

“Basis of budgeting” means the accrual/modified accrual budgeting basis under GAAP as defined
by the GASB as of October 4, 2023.

“SBRC” means the school budget review committee appointed pursuant to Iowa Code section
257.30.

“School district” means a school corporation organized under Iowa Code chapter 274.
“Unique” means highly unusual, extraordinary; unparalleled.
“Unusual”means not usual or common; rare; constituting or occurring as an exception; not ordinary

or average.
“Usual” means that which past experience has shown to be normal or common or is anticipated to

become normal or common, hence an expected or predictable event.
[ARC 7417C, IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]

281—99.2(256,257,285,291) Submission deadlines. It is the responsibility of the administrative
officials and board members to submit information and materials as requested by the department of
education, department of management, any other state agency, or any federal agency. Reports shall be
filed electronically if an electronic format is available.

99.2(1) All school districts will submit program plans, reports, or data collections in the manner, by
the procedures, and on the dates set by statute or by the department of education. Plans, reports, and data
collections will include the following:

Vehicle Information System September 1
Annual Transportation Report September 15
Certified Annual Report (CAR-COA) September 15
Special Education Supplement September 15
Facilities, Elections & Save Report September 30
Certified Enrollment Report/PEACE October 15
Certified Supplementary Weighting Report October 15
School Board Officers Report November 1
Annual Audit Report March 31
Certified Budget April 15

99.2(2) All AEAs will submit program plans, reports, or data collections in the manner, by the
procedures, and on the dates set by statute or by the department of education. Plans, reports, and data
collections will include the following:

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/chapter/2023/273.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/2023/257.30.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/chapter/2023/274.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7417C.pdf
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Certified Annual Report (CAR-COA) September 15
Facilities Report September 30
Certified Supplementary Weighting Report October 15
School Board Officers Report November 1
Proposed Budget March 15
Annual Audit Report March 31

99.2(3) If any plan, report, or data collection has not been received by the due date of the form or by
the due date of a valid extension granted by the department of education, the following procedure will
apply:

a. The superintendent of the school district or the administrator of the area education agency, and
the president of the applicable board, will be notified of the unfiled report and the number of days it is
past due.

b. The state board of education, the SBRC, or the Iowa board of educational examiners may be
notified of the school districts or AEAs that were not timely in filing one or more reports.

c. The SBRC may implement the procedures described in 289—subrule 6.3(5).
[ARC 7417C, IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]

281—99.3(257) Good cause for late submission.
99.3(1) The department of education may, upon request, allow a school district or AEA to submit

reports, data collections, or program plans after the due dates listed in rule 281—99.2(256,257,285,291)
for good cause.

a. Good cause includes illness or death of a school district or AEA staff member involved in
developing the program plan or submitting the report or data collection; acts of God; technological
problems at the department lasting at least seven days within the final two weeks prior to the deadline that
prevent access necessary for the plan, report, or data collection submission; or unforeseeable unusual or
unique circumstances, which, in the opinion of the director of the department, constitute sufficient cause
for allowing submission of program plans, reports, or data collections after the published due date.

b. Good cause does not include consequences of local time management or administrative
decisions or when districts and AEAs have timed out or have encountered system overloads within the
final three days before the due date.

99.3(2) A school district or AEA requesting permission to submit a program plan, report, or data
collection after the published due date will notify the department staff member responsible for receiving
the plan, report, or data collection as soon as possible upon determining that the district or AEA will not
be able to meet the deadline, but no sooner than two weeks prior to the due date and no later than two
days prior to the due date. When an extension of the submission deadline is allowed, the department
will establish a date by which the school district or AEA will submit the plan, report, or data collection.
Permission to submit a program plan, report, or data collection after the published due date expires
upon receipt of the submission by the department and does not carry over into subsequent application or
reporting cycles.
[ARC 7417C, IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]

281—99.4(24,256,257,291) Budgets, accounting, and reporting. The school district or AEA will
budget on the GAAP basis of budgeting. School districts and AEAs will use the chart of accounts
defined in the Uniform Financial Accounting Manual for Iowa LEAs and AEAs (UFA manual). The
school district or AEA will maintain its financial records and prepare financial reports, including the
Certified Annual Report, in the manner and by the procedures set by the departments of education and
management in the UFA manual and GAAP. School districts and AEAs will use the chart of accounts
defined in the UFA manual. The UFA manual is based on the Financial Accounting for Local and
State School Systems published by the United States Department of Education, as of October 4, 2023.
If GAAP permits a choice of reporting methods for transactions, or if GAAP conflicts with the UFA

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/iac/rule/289.6.3.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7417C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/iac/rule/281.99.2.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7417C.pdf
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manual, the department of education staff will determine a uniform method of reporting to be used by
all school districts and AEAs.
[ARC 7417C, IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]

These rules are intended to implement Iowa Code chapters 24, 256, 257, 285 and 291.
[Filed ARC 0013C (Notice ARC 9916B, IAB 12/14/11), IAB 2/22/12, effective 3/28/12]1

[Editorial change: IAC Supplement 3/21/12]
[Filed ARC 7417C (Notice ARC 7099C, IAB 10/4/23), IAB 12/27/23, effective 1/31/24]

1 March 28, 2012, effective date of Chapter 99 delayed 30 days by the Administrative Rules Review Committee at its meeting
held March 12, 2012.

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7417C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/chapter/2023/24.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/chapter/2023/256.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/chapter/2023/257.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/chapter/2023/285.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/chapter/2023/291.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/0013C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/9916B.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7417C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7099C.pdf

